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by Kirk McNair 


Despite showing in spring 
game, if was a good 
spring training 


kay, so the game was, as the ‘“‘Bonk, 

Bonk, Bonk” gang in the student sec- 
tion of Alabama basketball games decries of 
opponent slowdown tactics: 

B-o-r-r-r-r-i-n-g. 

No one was trying to slow down the action 
in the Red-White game, but, as Alabama 
Head Football Coach Ray Perkins pointed 
out later, “We want to play a game for the al- 
umni and students and fans, but we try real 
hard not to play one for the opposing 
coaches in the press box.” It is the nature of 
spring games that offensive and defensive 
strategy will be greatly restricted. And so will 
the playing time of offensive and defensive 
stars. 

Too bad, in one respect. Over 20,000 
people—a bigger surprise than the underdog 
Whites waxing the Reds 20-O—showed up 
for the game. Alabama’s head coach did not 
say he was surprised at the turnout, but he 
was pleased. ‘‘We’ve got great fans, |’ll tell 
you that,” he said. ‘I understand that A-Day 
crowds had dwindled a bit, but we’ve had 
good ones every year.” It’s understandable 
the crowds would come out to see Perkins’ 
first one. And it’s understandable they would 
come to see the second one, when a new 
quarterback had to be found. And it’s cer- 
tainly understandable that they would come 
to see last year’s, when stars of the past took 
on the varsity. But this year? It can only be a 
sign that Bama Is Back. Some schools may 
announce bigger crowds for their spring 
games, but in rare, rare instances they will be 
off the mark. 

Perkins was successful in showing the 
Ohio State coach next to nothing. And by 
closing most of the last half of practice to the 
press—even the friendly press and even the 


Alabama Head Football Coach Ray Perkins 
got his team a little closer to national cham- 
pionship contention in spring training. 
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press that wouldn’t know a whoopee from a 
weakside linebacker—he was successful in 
keeping knowledge of progress, or lack 
thereof, to what he wanted known. And what 
he wanted known, based on what he said 
and on what was seen of fundamental per- 
formance in the A-Day Game, is that Bama 
came along pretty well. 

Consider the priorities going in: 

A runaway number one was finding re- 
placements for Jon Hand at left defensive 
tackle, the combination of Brent Sowell and 
Larry Roberts at right tackle. Right now, Ala- 
bama will not be as strong at either position 
as last year. But the Tide won’t be bad, 
either. Anthony Smith moved from number 
two or three (depending on the week) nose- 
guard last fall to number two left tackle at the 
beginning of spring drills to number one at 
the end. He needs to get bigger, perhaps 15 
pounds from his current 245, but he’s gained 
20 since he came in September. 

Willie Ryles was number three at right tac- 
kle last fall and inherited all the way to num- 
ber one. Ryles is big enough but, surprising 
for someone from Phenix City Central which 
has sent mostly strongmen to Alabama, he 
needs more work in the weightroom. Ala- 
bama has a recent history of getting people 
strong. 

One of these two is almost a sure bet to win 
the Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defen- 
sive Lineman Award. (Tide coaches will get 
together in mid-May to determine winners of 
the annual spring awards.) 

Depth is another question. Oldtimer Der- 
rick Slaughter is pretty tough against the run, 
but at 5-11 he is limited in pass rush. A cou- 
ple of converts, Darryl Whetstone from line- 
backer and Brett Nance from offensive 
tackle, can expect to see some incoming 
freshmen given shots at their spots. 

A positive note in the defensive front is be- 
tween those tackles. Curt Jarvis is a good 
player who had a good spring. There is a 
dropoff behind him, but all-in-all nosequard 
is an Alabama strength. 


riority number two will probably be in the 

top two or three priorities every spring. 
Nothing gets a team beaten quicker than a 
weak secondary. Alabama had an experi- 
enced secondary last year, but it was less ef- 
fective than Perkins thought it should have 
been. Fortunately, the competition for jobs 
was intense, which brings out the best in the 
good ones. Britton Cooper, who has been a 
safety, a right cornerback, and is now a left 
cornerback, is no worse than even with re- 
turning All-Southeastern Conference corner- 
back Freddie Robinson. A team with an all- 
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Number one priority in spring drills was developing strength and depth at defensive tackle. 


Anthony Smith (94) and Willie Ryles (93) are a start. 


star fighting for a job at left cornerback has 
the beginnings of a pretty salty secondary. 

But Cooper isn’t an automatic choice for 
the Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive 
Back Award. Chris Goode started as a 
backup at right cornerback and had spectac- 
ular moments. Then he moved to strong 
safety and continued to sparkle. Do you be- 
lieve in genes? But Goode hasn’t been una- 
ble to unseat Ricky Thomas, who is the 
unquestioned leader of the defensive back- 
field. And Rory Turner, who has the impos- 
sible task of facing two more years trying to 
top what he did in his final game as a fresh- 
man, is considerable competition at the 
strong safety spot. 

There were rumors that Vernon Wilkinson 
might lose his starting right cornerback spot 
to academics, but since he stayed number 
one throughout the spring Tide coaches must 
believe he will be ready to go this fall. Shan- 
non Felder had planned on skipping spring 
training to play on the Alabama baseball 
team, but he decided that working for fall 
playing time was better than riding the bench 
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with the baseball team. He's backing up 
Wilkinson. 

Safety is in good hands. Kermit Kendrick 
established his credentials as a freshman and 
improved his stock this spring. Steve Wilson 
is his backup and through the first half of 
spring work appeared a candidate for most 
improved, but he’s not threatening Kendrick 
for the job. 


prety number four (we'll come back to 
number three) was finding a backup 
quarterback to Mike Shula. Mike Smith, a 
walkon lefthander from Gadsden, has been 
pronounced number two. Anyone who saw 
him only in the A-Day game would think the 
quarterback coach (who also happens to be 
the head coach) must have lost his mind. 
Don't judge hastily. Everyone—Perkins, 
Smith, Alabama assistant coaches, Alabama 
players—contends Smith had a good spring, 
a bad spring game. No one is more handi- 
capped by a limited offense—as Alabama 
ran in the A-Day Game—than the 
quarterback. 
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A team starts at quarterback, and Alabama 
starts with All-SEC performer Mike Shula, 
who has made a name for himself. 

Barry Fikes Photo 

A bit of good news is that Vince Sutton— 
also operating a restricted offense—looked 
reasonably confident and comfortable, albeit 
not great. But one must remember that some 
very, very good Alabama quarterbacks have 
looked absolutely rotten in spring games. 
Nevertheless, the highly-regarded incoming 
freshmen are going to get a chance at this 
backup role. 

Overlooked in the attention given to the 
backup quarterback is the Main Man. Perkins 
says that Shula improved by leaps and 
bounds in the spring of 1985, One must be a 
quarterback or a coach to have recognized 
that. Following spring training a year ago 
Perkins pronounced Shula the number one 
quarterback, but no day-to-day observer 
would have predicted All-SEC success for 
the lefthander. Surrounding him with out- 
standing talent didn’t hurt Shula in 1985, but 
his progress was nevertheless substantial. 
And in the spring of 1986 he improved even 
more. 


here are some other things about this 

Alabama football team which make for 
impatience for August 27. The football axiom 
that the game starts with a kick so you have 
to start with the kicking game brings to mind 
pleasant memories. Van Tiffin may have 
missed a chip shot (for him) in the early going 
of the A-Day Game, but somehow that 
memory fades more quickly than the 52-yar- 
der that left Pat Dye with a year to worry 
about losing three in a row to Alabama. One 
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day Alabama may have a Van Tiffin Most Im- 
proved Kicker Award. 

Tiffin does have a weakness. He doesn’t 
kick off very well. Perkins wants him to be the 
kickoff man in order to help his professional 
chances, noting that not many pro teams 
want to carry a kickoff man as well as a place- 
kicker. This year college football kickoffs 
move back to the 35 yard line, making short 
kickoffs a greater liability. And this year Ala- 
bama may have to find another kickoff man 
and hope that somewhere there is a pro 
coach or general manager who is perceptive 
enough to realize that a placekicker like Tiffin 
is worth finding someone else to kick off. (We 
can dream, can’t we.) 

Chris Mohr has been hot and cold as a 
punter, but he got better as 1985 went along. 
Perkins thinks he’s as good as anyone can 
want. 

The rest of the kicking game should be 
outstanding, because speed is the thing. Ala- 
bama has fast players for coverage and (al- 
though not always utilized) for returns. 
Particularly with the new 35-yardline kick- 
offs, Alabama needs to get the likes of Bobby 
Humphrey (whom teams quit kicking off to 
midway through last season), Gene Jelks, Al 
Bell, Greg Richardson (who needs no intro- 
duction as a punt return man), and the like in 
the four deep positions. 


an we talk tailbacks here? When Rockey 

Felker left Alabama to become head 
coach at Mississippi State, Perkins moved 
Assistant Coach Rodney Stokes from kicking 
game coach to running back coach. Stokes 
might be able to call in sick every day next fall 
and still win the “SEC Working Coach of the 
Year’ award. Gene Jelks, Gene Jelks! He's 
our man! If he can't do it, Bobby Humphrey 
can! Or someone else, maybe, but you've 
got to like the two you start with. 

Fullback may be a different matter. But it 
may also be the star position of 1986. Ala- 
bama has a handful of candidates for the po- 
sition. Doug Allen, who will never be 
confused for Johnny Davis, finished the 
spring as number one (and the top candidate 
for the Johnny Musso Most Improved Offen- 
sive Back Award), but another nontraditional 
type fullback must be considered. Kerry 
Goode had a limited spring, though not by 
knee problems, But when he was in he gave 
the position a new dimension. Mike Bobo is 
something of a throwback to an oldtime full- 
back, perhaps the reason Ohio State Offen- 
sive Coordinator Glenn Mason was so 
enamored of his play. Bo Wright had just a 
little over a week at the position (after two 
years at linebacker), but he looks like he has 
a chance to contribute there. 


d 
An Alabama player could do a lot worse than 
winning the Ray Perkins Most Improved Re- 
ceiver Award. Clay Whitehurst didn’t have 
much room for improvement, but had an 
outstanding spring. Bary Fikes Photo 

There are other spots where Alabama has 
an abundance of riches. Wide receiver fea- 
tures Alabama’s most exciting player, Al Bell, 
along with Greg Richardson (who missed 
spring training to run track), Clay Whitehurst 
(who more than makes up for a perceived 
lack of speed with guts and who is the leading 
candidate to win the Ray Perkins Most Im- 
proved Wide Receiver Award), up-and-com- 
ing Marco Battle and steady Greg Payne. 

Linebacker is the best it has ever been at 
Alabama, with the possible exception of 
when Alabama ran an even man front and 
Lee Roy Jordan as the only linebacker. Al- 
though at first blush it might seem a waste to 
play Comelius Bennett at an outside spot, 
where he can only reach about 80 percent of 
the field on each play, he is unquestionably 
as good as ever seen (and maybe he should 
have Lee Roy's name next to his as winner of 
the Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter Award). 
Last year when Bennett was injured Derrick 
Thomas and Lydell Mitchell filled in admira- 
bly. When Randy Rockwell, who plays the 
other side, was hurt, Mitchell, then Thomas, 
took care of that vacancy. This fall Rockwell 
should be back, Mitchell (who missed most 
of the spring) should be back and the likes of 
George Bethune, Craig Epps, Philip Brown 
and walkon Woody Wilson provide fathoms 
of depth. 

Don’t like the outside, opposing running 
backs? Just beating the defensive front 
doesn't make life easy. Wayne Davis may be 
overlooked by all-star voters, but Alabama’s 


strongside inside linebacker isn’t overlooked 
in opposing scouting reports. At the weak- 
side, returning starter Joe Godwin is steady 
and he’s backed by a future star in Greg Gil- 
bert. Van Davis (he was Vantriese until, dur- 
ing one of the slow moments of the A-Day 
Game, the Alabama Sportswriters Associa- 
tion voted unanimously to shorten his name) 
had an outstanding spring. Alabama has got- 
ten a lot of mileage over the years from men 
who were seemingly too small or too slow to 
play the game, but made up with it in heart. 
Van Davis may be to small at 5-10 and 190 
or thereabouts, but he’ll be all right. . .unless 
he runs up against bigger and stronger men 
with equally big hearts. He needs to win an 
honor, perhaps the Jerry Duncan | Like To 
Practice Award. 


hich brings us back to priority number 
three. Head football coaches couldn't 
conduct preseason press conferences if they 
didn’t have deep concerns. Even an optimist 
of the first degree like Perkins needs a hedge. 
In 1986 it’s the offensive line, specifically 


depth in the offensive line. 

By including the tight end in the offensive 
front (and in Alabama’s attack tight end has 
traditionally been more a blocker than a re- 
ceiver), the offensive line is a concern. Not 
that starters are suspect. Wes Neighbors is 
wearing a knee brace, but he’s already be- 
gun rehabilitation and should be one of the 
nation’s premier centers. On the strong side, 
guard Bill Condon is a hardnosed football 
player who will make a lot of money playing 
this game in a few years. On the weakside, 
Larry Rose is a star of the future. He moved 
from tackle and had a rough three weeks or 
so in transition, but at the end was picking up 
the pulls and traps that go with the position. 
At tackle, Hoss Johnson is a solid man at 
quickside. On the strongside, Joe King has 
made the strides a man 6-5, 300 is supposed 
to make. If spring training had lasted another 
10 days Rose would have been the most 
likely winner of the Paul Crane Most Im- 
proved Offensive Lineman Award. Condon 
or King should pick it up. 

The first group up front is not a problem. 
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The problem is that Bama cannot realistically 
expect to have the good fortune it had in 
1985, all five front offensive linemen starting 
games one through twelve. Jeff Bentley has 
some ability at one tackle; Gary Otten has 
shown in the past he can play, despite a 
spring of being overweight and out of shape 
owing to last fall's knee injury. It may be ask- 
ing too much of Butch Lewis to return from a 
second consecutive spring knee injury to 
center. George Salem gives it his all and John 
Fruhmorgen looked in the spring game as 
though maybe he was about to live up to his 
potential. But try as one might, it is difficult to 
come up with suitable numbers in the front 
five. 

Tight end is a question mark, at least in 
part because it is a difficult position to judge. 
Over the years Alabama has wavered in what 
it wants at two positions—tight end and full- 
back. Does it want the big bruiser or does it 
want the quick, agile guy? At tight end the 
Tide has only occasionally had the big 
blocker who was also a fine receiver. From 
time to time Howard Cross shows that he can 
be a fine receiving tight end. Angelo Stafford 
had an excellent spring game as a receiver. 
And Bernard Bennett, once thought to be 
Bama’s hope at fullback, has a chance to 
help at tight end. But all-in-all tight end is a 
position which could keep Ray Perkins from 
smiling in the preseason. 


dd it all up and you'd rather be with ‘em 
than against ’em. Good kicking, experi- 

ence (as few as four new starters), superstars 
here and yon, an experienced quarterback 
(the most important position on the field), 
and a head coach who is gaining recognition 
as the best X and O man to come along in 
some time. 

And it came out of spring drills with far 
fewer injuries than in 1985. 

Never mind that the 1985 team was within 
a gnat's eyelash of a 6-5 season (much closer 
than the seven points by which it missed an 
all winning year). Alabama has had national 
championship teams with close calls (and 
losses). And never mind the schedule. It’s 
tough, but tough schedules have traditionally 
brought out the best in Bama. 

National championship? That's what they 
all came to Alabama for. And that counts for 
something. 


Every coach wants some pleasant surprises 
and Van Davis provided that this spring for 
Ray Perkins. After a year on the scout team 
as a strong safety, Davis made a mark at 
linebacker. 
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Football Recruiting: 
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Tide Again 
Gets High Marks 


by Kirk McNair 


Recruiting experts rank 
Bama's 1986 football frosh 
among nation’s best 


or the second consecutive year Ala- 

bama’s football recruiting efforts have 
been acclaimed to be among the nation’s 
best. Who makes that judgment? Men who 
make all or part of their living evaluating high 
school prospects. 

Once upon a time these self-styled recruit- 
ing experts were scoffed at by college football 
coaches and recruiters. To the extent that 
coaches believe a recruiting class cannot be 
judged totally until its members have begun 
to contribute to a college program, that con- 
tinues to be true. However, a number of fac- 
tors have induced many colleges to subscribe 
to some of these services. Among those fac- 


tors is academics. Once upon a time the re- 
cruiting services provided names, positions. 
heights, weights and perhaps a suspected 40- 
yard dash time. Now many add to that the 
prospect's grade point average. 


Another factor is quantity, In the early 
1970s, when Alabama might sign up to 45 
players in a year, the Tide’s initial recruiting 
list would be under 200, Now, with a maxi- 
mum of only 30 signees per year, that initial 
list might be 500. 


The services provide another feature, list- 
ing colleges the prospects favor. It goes with- 
out saying that schools such as Alabama with 


Recruiting Consensus 


Here is the consensus opinion of six so- 
called recruiting experts, giving the final to- 
tal based on 10 points for having been se- 
lected as having the best recruiting year, 
nine for second best, etc. The number in 
parenthesis is the number of the six ratings 
in which the team appeared in the top ten. 


The Expert Rankings 


Buchalter 


. UCLA 

. Alabarna 

. Michigan 

. Oklahome 

. Notre Dame 
. Clernson 

. Penn State 

. Southern Cal 
. Florida 

10. FSU 


CANA AKBWNe 


Emfinger 


1. Michigan 

2. UCLA 

3. lowa 

4, Southern Cal 

5. Ohio State 

6. Alabama 

7. California 

8. Texas A&M 

9. Washington 
10. Oklahoma 
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Gibbons 


1. UCLA 
2. Alabama 
3. Notre Dame 
4. Michigan 
5. Ohio State 
6. Penn State 
7. Washington 
8. Southern Cal 
9. Maryland 
10. Tennessee 


G&W 


1. Michigan 

2. UCLA 

3. Alabama 

4. Oklahoma 

5. lowa 

6. Washington 
7. Ohio State 

8. FSU 

9. Southern Cal 
10. Clemson 


BR TOCA se cccasepcgspigessace ecg cost? (6) 56 
25 MiGHIG@aNl és cacccccssesacccacctansae (6) 55 
3. Alabama .................c0e0eeee (6) 47 
4. Oklahoma......................4. (5) 29 
5. Ohio State .................2.006+ (5) 24 
Gh: BO Wa Hoses ieairieacicssticnascases (4) 22 
7. Southern Cal.................... (5) 16 
8. Notre Dame .............-..--..- (3) 15 
9. Washington...................... (4) 14 
DOS PSU ciccccszipasiccccezizaciaze zi (3) 9 1/2 
11(T). Penn State ................0.05 (2)9 
11(T). Texas A&M......2...2..0....6 (2)9 
13. Clemson... s..:.c...-.03hecctssesnsie (2)6 
14. Oklahoma State ................. (1)5 
15. California....................2.0000 (1)4 
16.) Florida. ...,.....020ss.2yereesae (2) 3 1/2 
DF. LSU sc sesansecsssassssagasarnedssazecad (1)3 
18. Maryland.......................0000 (1) 2 
19. Tennessee............cecceeeee ees (1)1 
Lemming 
1. Michigan 
2. UCLA 
3. Alabama 
4. Oklahoma 
5. lowa 
6. FSU 
7. Ohio State 
8. LSU 
9. Florida 
10, Southern Cal 
Terranova 
1. Michigan 
2. UCLA 
3. Alabama 
4. Oklahoma 
5. Texas A&M 


6. Oklahoma State 
7. Ohio State 
8. Washington 
9. lowa 
10, Notre Dame 
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great football tradition turn up frequently in 
that category. 

Of course, the experts don’t stop with just 
listings of players, When all the “‘T''s have 
been dotted and “‘T’’s crossed on the na- 
tional letters-of-intent, there is an accounting. 
For the past two years Alabama has fared 
very well in the final analysis. 


paw the 1985 season the combined 
experts picked Alabama eighth in the na- 
tion. With 12 Crimson Tide freshmen playing 
a significant role in last year’s 9-2-1 season 
the 1985 rating appears to have been justi- 
fied. This year Bama’'s crop of new football 
signees is rated third best in the country, and 
Alabama Head Football Coach Ray Perkins 
believes some of them will have a legitimate 
opportunity to play as freshmen. 

To determine this overall rating, "BAMA 
took the top ten listings of six of the best 
known recruiting analysts. They are (with ad- 
dresses, for those desiring information on 
subscribing to their services): 

Bill Buchalter. 344 E. Hillcrest, Altamonte 
Springs, FL 32701. 

Max Emfinger, 11600 Southwest Free- 
way, Suite B-115, Houston, TX 77031. 


le! 


G&W Recruiting, P.O. Box 21, Sanatoga, 
PA 19464. 

Bob Gibbons, P.O, Box 955, Lenoir, NC 
28645. 

Tom Lemming, 5441 NE River Road. No 
312, Chicago, IL 60656. 

Joe Terranova, 3420 Eastham, Dearborn, 
MI 48120, 

Only three teams were ranked in the top 
ten by all six experts and, not surprisingly, 
those three were the top rated recruiting 
schools. On the basis of giving 10 points for 
a first place finish, nine for second, etc, 
UCLA (which was listed first by only two of 
the experts) was the 1986 recruiting cham- 
pion with 56 points. Michigan, which was first 
on the other four lists, finished with 55 points. 
Alabama, listed second in two ratings, third 
and three and sixth on one (Emfinger’s) was 
third with 47 points. 

Last year BAMA used the ratings of only 
five ratings (Lemming is new this year) and 
Alabama and UCLA were among five teams 
mentioned by all five services. 

Only 15 teams were listed in the top ten of 
at least one of the experts, five of them—Cal- 
ifornia. Maryland, Tennessee, LSU and 
Oklahoma State—by only one. 


1986 Alabama Football Signees 


NAME POS. HGT. 
Charlie Abrams TE-LB 6-4 
Danny Cash OL 6-6 
Terrill Chatman L 6-5 
Jeff Dunn QB 6-1 
Pierre Goode RB 5-10 
Spencer Hammond LB 6-2 
Byron Holdbrooks L 6-5 
Gary Hollingsworth QB 6-4 
William Kent RB 6-0 
Greg Kiker L. 6-3 
David Lenoir L 6-4 
John Mangum DB 5-11 
Lee Ozmint WR 6-5 
Trent Patterson L. 6-1 
Kevin Penny L 6-5 
Anthony Ramsey L 64 
Billy Ray QB 6-4 
Chris Robinette Cc 6-3 
Lee Rockwell LB 6-2 
Lamonde Russell WR 6-2 
Roger Shultz L. 6-2 
Mike Smith DB 5-10 
Robert Stewart FB 6-1 
Scott Tucker L 6-5 
Alan Ward PK 6-0 
Glenn Watts DL-LB 6-4 
Willie Wyatt L 6-2 
Mike Zuga Cc 6-2 


WGT. HOMETOWN 
220 Demopolis 

275 Spartanburg, S.C. 
285 Childersburg 
202 Greensboro, N.C 
170 Town Creek 

215 Rome.Ga, 

285 Haleyville 

165 Hamilton 

190 Rome,Ga. 

260 Phenix City 

245 Memphis, Tn, 
185 Magee, Ms. 

200 Anderson, S.C. 
280 Syracuse, N.Y. 
275 Hazel Green 

285 Gulfport, Ms. 
200 Atlanta, Ga. 

238 Enterprise 

205 Daphne 

180 Oneonta 

240 Atlanta, Ga. 

170 Gainesville, Fl. 
242 Columbia 

255 Rockville, Md. 
175 Pensacola, FI. 
255 Ft, Lauderdale, Fl. 
248 Gardendale 

238 Newnan, Ga. 
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H E KIC A Limited Edition Art Print by 
Daniel A. Moore 


THE TRADITION CONTINUES. 


The tradition of fine Art Classics such as “The Goal Line Stand,” 
“The Coach and 315,” and “Liberty” continues with artist 
Daniel A. Moore’s beautiful new release, “The Kick. 


Full-Color Edition (shown above). Published from the 
original oil painting, this edition is strictly limited to 1985 prints, 
each signed and numbered by the artist. In addition, there are 90 
Artist’s Proofs which are also available. In keeping with the artist's 
exacting standards, permanent inks and conservator’s grade 
paper have been implemented in the production of this exquisite 
lithograph. The print has an image area of 16” X 25” plus ample 
margins. Each full-color print is accompanied by a certificate of 
authenticity. 


Gold Embossing. We are 
embossing this handsome, 24-k gold Sas 
coin design in the bottom margin of 
each full-color print at no extra 


charge. It is carefully engraved in tea, 

detail like the coin used for the coin SS eat 
toss in the middle of Legion Field \ Sir =a : e f 
prior to the 50th Annual Iron Bow! ENTS 

on November 30th, 1985. a RRCNGS 


(Shown approximate size) 


ORDER FORM AMOUNT 
Full-Color Edition. () Unframed = $125.00 Qt —_ 


() Framed $240.00 Qt —_— 


Artist’s Proofs. C) Unframed = $250.00 Qty 
( Framed $365.00 Qty. —_ 


Sales Tax. Alabama residents must add 5% 


Shipping. — Add $4. for each order of 
unframed prints . 
Add $6. for each framed print 


Prices subject to change without notice TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


(CD Please tind check or money order enclosed for total amount 
( Please charge tonal to my [VISA [] MASTERCARD [7] AMERICAN EXPRESS 


OC ee 62,1 


CARDHOLDER SIG? E 


SHIP TO: (Please print plainly. Mzzst list street address for UPS shipping) 


Name 
Address 


City ——____ Stitt Zip 


YOU HAVE A FULL “NO RISK” 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


New Life Art, Inc., RO. Box 26086, Birmingham, AL 35226 @ (205) 979-2158 


Kerry Goode: 
Se SS ee 


On The Road Again 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Now coming back at 
fullback, he gets a little 
help from a poem 


hese are not the best of times for Kerry 

Goode. In fact, they are very trying times, 
times that seem to be testing Goode, to see 
what he is really made of. 

Goode is recovering from his third knee in- 
jury, the one that sidelined him last year after 
the Georgia game and caused him to exit 
early against Penn State, his only two ap- 
pearances of the season. The rehabilitation 
appears to be coming along fine, and Goode, 
after testing it in a controlled scrimmage dur- 
ing spring practice, said the knee is back to 85 
or 90 percent of full strength. 

“T'm beginning to feel comfortable making 
cuts and putting moves on people,” he said. 
“Wednesday I made the same cut (as the 
one he was injured on in the Boston College 
game two years ago) and it felt all right. | 
have not made my cut and spin yet. I'll wait 
until the fall before I try that, after a strength 
building program this summer and | get all 
the way back.” 

Goode thought that he could be ready— 
physically and mentally—to pick up in the fall 
where he had left off two years ago against 
Boston College, as the Tide’s tailback. 

But prior to spring practice Coach Ray 
Perkins moved Goode to fullback, a move 
Goode said caused him to question his 
standing on the team. Although not over- 
joyed by the change, Goode has accepted it. 

“At first I wasn’t too thrilled about it,’’ he 
stated. “I've always played tailback, ever 
since I was seven years old. Fullback is a to- 
tally new position for me. I'm used to carry- 
ing the ball three out of four times; now I’m 
blocking three out of four times. I'm doing a 
lot more blocking now, what you might call 
the dirty work. I’m taking more pounding 
from more people, and from all angles. It's a 
lot different from what I’ve been used too. 

“T would like to play tailback, but I'll play 
wherever I’m needed. | want to play, and if 
this is where I'll get a chance to play, | guess 
this is it.”” 
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Ges who has not lettered in two years 

and who will be a fourth-year junior 
next year, began spring practice with a good 
attitude and the goal of landing a position on 
the team where he could get some playing 
time. Fullback, mind you, is not being given 
to Goode. Currently listed as second team 
behind Doug Allen, Goode has been ham- 
pered by nagging injuries. 

“T've been hurt, with one thing or another, 
since the beginning of spring practice. 
They're just minor injuries to my ribs and 
shoulders, but they keep me from practicing 
and from doing the things I want to do. Right 
now it's my shoulder that’s bothering me,” 
he said of the strained muscle around his col- 
larbone that has kept him on the sidelines. 
That happened during a spring scrimmage, 
just after Goode had gained 27 yards on his 
first and only carry—the longest play of the 
day. 

“At times it gets frustrating and it seems 
like things never go right,” he said, the dis- 
couragement showing as his voice trailed off. 

It's at times like this that Goode walks 
across his dorm room and reads: 


When things go wrong, as they sometimes 
will, 

When the road you're trudging seems all 
up hill... . 


Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As everyone of us sometimes learns, . - . 


Don't give up, though the pace seems 
slow— 
You might succeed with another blow. 


And you can never tell how close you are, 
it may be near when it seems afar; 


So stick to the fight when you're hardest 
hit— 

It’s when things seem worst that you must 
not quit. 


The words are from a poem, ‘‘Don't 
Quit,” author unknown, that Goode has 
taped on his dormitory door. He says the 
poem is like a credo, serving to inspire and 
motivate him. 

“I can’t missit,” he said, “‘It’s right there on 
the door so | see it every time I go out. And 


when I get a little down, I go over and read it. 
It helps.” 


erry Goode has experienced the good 

times too. A former all-state running 
back at Hazlewood High School in north 
Lawrence County, he came to the Capstone 
three years ago as a projected all-star tail- 
back. After a fine freshman season, when he 
averaged 6,7 yards a carry and rushed for al- 
most 700 yards, things seemed right on 
course for what was expected to be an out- 
standing football career at Alabama. 

As a sophomore, when the Crimson Tide 
opened its season on national television 
against Boston College, Goode was showing 
the entire country what Tide fans alrady 
knew—that he could be as good as any run- 
ning back in the nation. 

It was a hot September evening in Bir- 
mingham's Legion Field, and Goode, a 
standout all-purpose performer, was, as they 
say, doing it all. He rushed for a touchdown, 
caught a pass for another score, and then 
electrified the crowd with a 99-yard kickoff 
return to open the second half. 

For Bama, things were going very Good(e) 
indeed, as the Tide was beating Boston Col- 
lege, led by celebrated quarterback Doug 
Flutie, 31-14. 

“TI was having such a good night, every- 
thing was going fine, it all seemed like a 
dream,”’ said Goode last week, reflecting ori 
his sensational, albeit abbreviated, 297-yard 
total offense, three-touchdown performance 
against the Eagles. 

“Then the season was over after playing 
only two quarters, just like that.”’ 

Goode, of course, was talking about the 
play, a deep cut on a sweep midway in the 
third quarter, that prematurely ended his 
season when he tore a ligament in his right 
knee. 

“That was the most painful (rehabilitation 
process),”’ he said. “It seemed like it took a 
long time to get better. That was the worst 
one, and the one | worry about.” 

But even before that misfortune, Goode 
had suffered some adversity. While in high 
school he had his left knee operated on. 
‘That was more of a broken bone type 
thing,” he explained, ‘‘They puta screw in it 
to hold it in place. I was younger and still 
growing so I came back from that fast. I hurt 
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Kerry Goode burst on the collegiate scene in 1983, being named the Southeastern Confer- 
ence freshman of the year, in part because of exciting runs like the 86-yard dash he turned in 


against Tennessee. 

it in December and I was running track in 
May. I was faster and stronger after that, and 
it hasn’t bothered me since.” 

Then, last year while practicing for Ala- 
bama’s second game against Texas A&M, he 
again injured the right knee, requiring ar- 
throscopic surgery. ‘That wasn’t too bad,”’ 
he said. ‘I was back and ready to go after a 
couple of weeks of rehabilitation, but de- 
cided to sit out the rest of the season.” 

dust as Goode was gearing up for another 
run at tailback, he was informed of the posi- 
tion switch, and is again slowed by injuries. 


n the last week of spring training, sitting in 

his room in Bryant Hall, Goode—soft-spo- 
ken, sincere, and articulate—spoke candidly 
about his situation. 

“It's been pretty tough on me. Just last 
night I was wondering if it’s all worth it,”’ he 
said. “I was thinking, should I call it quits or 
what. At times I can handle it, and at times it 
gets me down. Right now, it’s more mental. 
After going through it (rehabilitation) two or 
three times, I can handle the physical prob- 
lems. Mentally though, it’s sort of a letdown. 
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After getting injured so much it starts to affect 
you. 

“I go to practice and see everybody laugh- 
ing, hollering, and having fun. I want to be 
out there too. Not being able to do that gets 
me down. It affects my school work and 
everything, It’s like I’m here in body, but not 
in mind.” 

Very patient and polite, but with the pain 
of it all evident in his voice, Goode contin- 
ued, “When things are going well, you’re the 
center of attention. People speak to you and 
pat you on the back. But when you’re hurt, 
it’s like you’re put on the wayside.” 

Before making any drastic decisions 
Goode says that he wants to wait to see how 
his rehabilitation progresses, and to get back 
on the field and see how everything goes. 

On the field he will see Gene Jelks, a fresh- 
man who finished fast last season, running at 
the number one tailback position. Backing 
him up is Bobby Humphrey, another frosh 
who had a fine year. And at fullback there’s 
Allen ahead of him and Mike Bobo among 
the others in camp chasing the same job. 

According to Goode, Perkins had talked 


about possibly experimenting with a three- 
back offense, but did not do so during spring 
training. ‘He probably won't until the fall, if 
he does then,” said Goode. Asked the ad- 
vantage of that offense, Goode replied, “‘It 
would give us more dimension. You'd never 
know who was going to get the ball. I think it 
would give us a more wide open offense.” 

And if Alabama sticks with a two-back at- 
tack, how does Goode see his new role? 
“Right now, unless something changes, it’s 
more leadership and helping give the 
younger guys confidence. But Coach (Per- 
kins) said that (as time goes on) he’d try to 
add more and more things that the fullback 
can do. I'd probably get to catch more passes 
than if I was at tailback.”’ One can’t help but 
have good thoughts of the possibility of a 
Kerry Goode taking the whoopee pass. 

As far as the fullback running the ball in the 
Alabama scheme of things, Goode says it’s 
hard to say. “Asa tailback I might get to carry 
it about 12 times a game, but there were 
some games when Craig Turner (last year’s 
fullback) had more carries than the tailback. 
And in other games he (Turner) only carried 
it one or two times, so it’s hard to say.”’ A 
healthy Goode offers Alabama the opportu- 
nity of using its fullback on sweep plays and 
really quick quick openers, as well as tradi- 
tional power runs. 

Perkins is very much aware of what a 
healthy Kerry Goode can add to his team. 
“He’s got great speed and running ability, 
and he makes us very explosive,’’ Perkins 
said. ‘‘I feel good about him at fullback. I feel 
like we’ve got a combination of people at 
running back and fullback who can line up 
and give us the ingredients we need to have 
an opportunity to win.” 

Regardless of where he plays, Goode says 
that he will work hard all summer so that his 
knee will be able to stand up to anything. “If 
I can just keep my legs under me, I think I'll 
be all right,”” he said. 

“I think going through all of this has made 
me a better person. It’s helped me to appre- 
ciate a lot of things, like walking, after spend- 
ing September to the end of December (in 
1984) on crutches. In some ways it’s also 
made me realize just how lucky | really am, 
too. | mean there are some people who will 
never walk again.” 

Kerry Goode has had his ups and downs, 
and in the long run, may be better because of 
them. Like all of us, he can expect to have 
some bad days ahead. 

But when Goode gets a little depressed, he 
goes to the door and reads the poem. It gives 
him the motivation and inspiration to keep 
going—the edge that has made him a winner 
on and off the football field. 
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Life In The Fast Lane 


by Chris Roberts 


Once overlooked, Tide 
track star now being 
looked over 


t's a good thing Keith Talley is fast, Other- 

wise, he wouldn't have enough time in the 
day to do all he does. 

What he does is win big for the University 
of Alabama’s track team. In his first season 
with the Tide, he’s already found time to 
break two school records and qualify in four 
events for the NCAA Championship meet. 

And that’s just in three outdoor meets this 
season, Indoors, he’s already won All-Amer- 
ica honors and two events in the SEC 
Championships. 

“He's been awfully busy,”’ says Alabama 
Assistant Track Coach Wayne Williams. 

But that’s just part of Talley’s job. 

He runs and jumps and breaks records. He 
has realistic dreams of the Olympics. And he 
even found time to do a pencil drawing of 
former Tider and world record-holder Calvin 
Smith, which hangs in Williams’ office. 

Until he drew attention at a tiny junior col- 
lege in Michigan, nobody knew who Talley 
was. But when his running days at South- 
western Michigan Junior College ended last 
year, he picked Alabama from more than 50 
schools who chased him, 

And nobody (other than the 49 who didn’t 
get him) has been disappointed. 

“He’s just a super athlete,"’ Alabama Head 
Track Coach John Mitchell says. ‘“There’s no 
question about it. He can do whatever needs 
to be done.” 

He’s done quite a bit of ‘‘whatever’’ this 
season for the Crimson Tide. April is still early 
in the track season, and already Talley has 
worked in seven events. And they're talking 
about more. 

His blazing speed makes him a natural for 
sprints. His 10.28 time in the 100-meter dash 
during the March 29 Alabama Invitational 
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Meet qualified him for the NCAA Champi- 
onships in June, He broke a school record 
and qualified for the NCAA meet with a 
13.69 time in the 110-meter high hurdles. 
He was anchor on the 400-yard relay team 
that qualified for the NCAAs with a 39.85 
time. He’s also run the 800-yard relay, sprint 
medley and 200-meter relay for the Tide. 

And Talley’s not finished yet. Those pow- 
erful legs create a combination of speed and 
leaping ability that broke a 23-year school re- 
cord in the long jump. Former Tide jumper 
Charley Mosley set a standard of 25 feet, 10 
inches in 1963. Talley shattered that record 
with a leap of 26-5, 


till, his name isn’t quite a household 
word. Not many names from Indianap- 
olis, Indiana, are around here. Yet. 

“IT guess | was overlooked,” Talley said. 
“In high school, I was fairly mediocre until | 
was a senior, | was growing and not perform- 
ing like | should.” 

His only offers out of Northwest High 
School in Indianapolis came from Purdue, 
Indiana and Indiana Central. He chose Pur- 
due, but grade problems put him off track. 

He left Purdue and found his way to Dow- 
agiac, Michigan. During his two-year stay at 
the junior college there, he found his way on 
track again. His business on the track at- 
tracted attention. 

“IT was pretty much doing the same thing 
there as here,”’ he said, ‘‘but you get more 
prestige here. 

“After my last year of junior college, a lot 
of coaches were asking how they overlooked 
me. | was asking the same thing.”’ 

But Alabama didn't overlook Talley when 
the senior college recruiting battle began. 


Talley met Alabama's Williams in 1984. ‘'l 
followed him in both years of junior college,”’ 
Willliams said. “We knew he was going to da 
well right away.” 

Talley, who says he “couldn't picture him- 
self in an Alabama uniform,” came away im- 
pressed by Alabama's climate—both the 
weather and the track program. 

“Most sprinters from the north look to go 
south and improve,” said Williams. ““The 
SEC is a strong conference and we've got 
tradition. We've had our names across the 
track newspapers the past few years. Recruits 
see that, And then it’s a matter of showing it 
to them and allowing them to decide. A guy 
who is looking for a career in track looks to 
the south. It definitely helps our program.” 

And it helped Alabama's program when 
Talley came along. He fit right in. And it 
showed during the indoor season. 

His 7.12 time in the 55-meter hurdles was 
faster than any other college student in the 
nation. And he leaped to first place in the 
SEC meet with a long jump of 25-8 3/4. He 
eared All-America status by a fourth-place 
long jump finish in the NCAA 
championships. 

Talley didn't necessarily like the fourth- 
place finish. But he doesn’t necessarily like 
the indoor season, anyway. He'd rather go 
outside and play. 

“The way I run, I really get into races and 
things go on. | feel a lot more comfortable as 
the outdoor season begins. I can pick more 
things to do.” 

Williams says Talley has the letdown in the 
indoor championships “‘behind him now.” 
With so many events and things to think 
about in the outdoor season, it’s not hard to 
forget. 
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Alabama track sensation Keith Talley started his career as a hurdler. Although he now performs in a variety of events, the high hurdles race is 


still his favorite. 


But Talley loves the work. 

“T get bored with one or two events. It’s a 
challenge to do more than that. | think one 
day I'll get to the decathlon. The pole vault 
scares me, but I do the rest,”’ he said. 

Mitchell said, ‘In some ways, it’s tough on 
a guy to do so much. But in other ways it’s 
easy because he doesn’t get bored. For a 
track man, it’s a long season of work. The va- 
riety of things he does can be an advantage.” 


Te started track as a hurdler, and it’s 
still his favorite event. “‘It's a prestige 
event. I just like it,’’ he said. 

“When I was in seventh grade, the only 
reason I started with hurdles was because my 
older brother did hurdles and the coach as- 
sumed | did, too. I was scared of the high hur- 
dles at first, but now I’m used to it. 

“And now the coach wants me to run in- 
termediate (400 meter) hurdles. I’ve never 
done it, but I'll probably end up liking that.”’ 

Talley has gotten most of his individual at- 
tention with the long jump. And as his form 
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continues to improve, he might even break 
the school record he set. 

“This is just my third year to long jump. | 
never did it in high school. Each year I think 
I'm making pretty good progress because | 
still don’t know all of the technical things. | 
just run as fast as | can down the runway and 
jump as far as | can. But I've been winning by 
doing that,” he said. 

And he helps the team with his work in re- 
lay races. 

‘‘He’s a team man and likes to be in on 
team events,” Williams said. ‘‘He’s a good 
400 meter runner and runs on the team re- 
lays. Sometimes time doesn’t allow him the 
chance to work in all of the areas. It takes bal- 
ance. He needs time to work in the 400. But 
he sets pretty high standards for himself.”’ 

Those standards include consistency dur- 
ing the rest of the season and a winning finish 
in the NCAA Championships June 5-7 in his 
hometown of Indianapolis. 

And those standards include the 1988 
Olympics. It’s not a dream without sub- 
stance. It could be reality. 

“Sure, it’s a dream,” Talley said. “I can 
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see myself there, but it'll take a lot of hard 
work.”’ 

Talley has tried before. In 1984, he got as 
far as the semifinals in the United States trials. 
As a 20-year-old, he ran second in a heat in 
the hurdles against silver medalist Greg Fos- 
ter of UCLA. 

In the long jump, he finished 13th in a 
semifinals event that took 12 to the finals. He 
missed the finals by a quarter of an inch. 

In ’88, he’s thinking about the decathlon. 
“Tm doing a lot of events already, and they 
take three to the Olympics. I know I could be 
one of three. I’m not saying I would win a 
medal, but you've got to be on the team to 
try. But all I want now is to be consistent.”’ 

Talley might get his chance in the decath- 
lon at Alabama. 

“He’s got size for it. He’d be good,” Mitch- 
ell said. “But it might not ever happen be- 
cause he’s good at what he does. And that’s 
fine. 

“He can be as good as he wants to be. 
There’s no question he is a national athlete. 
With some time, I think he’ll be an interna- 
tional athlete.”’ 

15 


Kermit Kendrick: 


Last Line Of Defense 


by Tommy Deas 


Sophomore safety has 
ability and intelligence 
and loves the game 


ermit Kendrick is Alabama’s last line of 

defense. If a lineman fails in his assign- 
ment, there are as many as eight or 10 others 
who can step in and make the play. A line- 
backer has almost as many backups. Even 
the cornerbacks and strong safety can look 
for help from behind. 

But Kendrick, who was Bama’s starting 
free safety in the final four games of his fresh- 
man season and who has run there through 
the spring and who will likely start at that spot 
as a sophomore this fall, doesn’t have such 
luxury. If he gets beat, it can mean a touch- 
down or, at best, a long gain for the 
opposition. 

“The free safety is the last line of defense,”’ 
says Assistant Coach Rick Smith, who has 
taken over responsibility for the Alabama 
secondary this spring. ‘“‘He has to be a good 
tackler and he has to be an intimidating fac- 
tor. Versus the run, we ask that guy to make 
tackles sideline to sideline. 

“| like speed, but the main thing is that he 
needs to be the most intelligent man out 
there and he needs to be physical and have 
good instincts.” 


hat is quite a load to ask of a 6-1, 195- 

pounder who will turn 19 only a couple 
of weeks before the Crimson Tide opens its 
1986 season against Ohio State in the Kick- 
off Classic. Superman only had to be faster 
than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a 
locomotive and able to leap tall buildings in a 
single bound. 

And while Kendrick is no Superman, he 
has one thing neccesary to success in a po- 
sition which demands so much ability and re- 
sponsibility—he welcomes the challenge. 

“| like it,’’ Kendrick says of his demanding 
role. ‘‘I think that chance (as the last line of 
defense) has been presented a lot to me in 
the spring, and I think | have answered that 
when it was. I’ve been able to make the tac- 
kle or at least slow the guy down until some- 
body else gets there. 

“I'd like to be the intimidating kind of free 
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safety, but that is something I'll have to prove 
on the field. I think I proved it in high school, 
but I haven’t proved that here. I’m never sat- 
isfield with anything. I think I’ve always had 
that in me.” 

That Kendrick is hard to satisfy, rather than 
impressed with himself, is a plus in his posi- 
tion. He could rest on his laurels—he played 
in all games for the Tide as a freshman in 
1985 and recorded 24 tackles, tied for high- 
est on the squad with three interceptions 
(plus another big one in the Aloha Bowl 
against Southern Cal), recovered a fumble 
and broke up six passes—but he isn’t inter- 
ested in patting himself on the back. 

It’s a good thing, too, because Smith 
thinks that Kendrick lacks improvement in 
only a few areas to become the kind of free 
safety that Alabama needs to stand between 
opponents and the goal line. Smith, while 
new to Alabama Head Coach Ray Perkins’ 
coaching staff, had a hand in the develop- 
ment of Georgia Tech’s aggressive defensive 
backfield into one of the toughest in the na- 
tion. He got his first real look at Kendrick 
when studying film of his new team. 

“Just from watching him on film,” Smith 
says, ‘‘I felt like he had a chance to be a real 
good player. | would like to see him get more 
physical and stronger, but I think that will 
come in time. 

“You've got to remember that he’s just a 
freshman (until the fall starts). I feel like he’s 
getting better this spring. The one thing he 
needs to work on more than anything is just 
being a more physical player. When you talk 
about football, you talk about winning. I’m 
from the old school, and I think to win you 
have to have great defense. The reason you 
play defense is to get the ball back so you can 
score, and the quickest way to do that is to 
get turnovers. 

“T'd say he’s making progress on what I’m 
looking for. He’s not there yet, but he’s get- 
ting there. | want him to be nasty, and right 
now he’s not.” 


Fe a mild-mannered sort like Kendrick, 
that kind of nastiness might be hard to de- 
velop. But he finds no fault in Smith’s assess- 


Kermit Kendrick is an outstanding free 
safety based on his freshman performance 
for the Crimson Tide, but he would like to be 
stronger and more physical. He puts in his 
weight room time towards that goal. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


ment of what he needs to become the player 


he wants to be. 

“You have to be physical enough to let the 
offense know you're back there,’ Kendrick 
said. “I agree with him in that you have to be 
intelligent and you have to make good deci- 
sions. You have to be aggressive with receiv- 
ers, but with running backs and coming up 
on running plays, you have to make good 
decisions. 

“You get more aggressive by going out 
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there and not being cautious and not worry- 
ing abuot making mistakes. | want to be the 
best I can be. I can’t do anything about two 
years from now when I’m a senior or next 
year when I’m a junior. I want to be the best 
I can be right now.” 

What has largely allowed Kendrick to 
progress into a starter so early in his college 
career, with or without an intimidating pres- 
ence, is his intelligence. He is a solid student 
in metallurgical engineering, which concerns 


itself with metals and ores, and by all ac- 
counts he is as much a student as he is an 
athlete. 

While he may not be a Superman on the 
field, he is something of a Clark Kent off of it, 
wearing glasses and keeping a serious atti- 
tude about his studies in an age when many 
athletes just try to get by and stay eligible. 
When Perkins talks about recruiting student- 
athletes and not just football players, he is 
speaking about the likes of Kendrick. 

“Intelligence always helps,’ Smith says. 
“Intelligence is a funny thing with football. 
You can take an A-B student who makes a 
39 on his ACT (college entrance exam) and 
he may not have a lick of football intelli- 
gence, and you can find a B student who 
made a 12 on his ACT who may have all the 
football intelligence in the world. 

“T've worked with guys with more football 
intelligence, but I think Kermit has both book 
intelligence and football intelligence, and | 
think that helps him.” 

Kendrick can talk about his studies with an 
enthusiasm equal to that which he shows in 
discussing football. 

“When | got to the University, | was in 
electrical engineering, but there is more op- 
portunity for jobs after you graduate in me- 
tallurgical engineering,’ Kendrick says. 
“Coach Perkins puts a big emphasis on 
school first and football second. That’s one 
thing I like about our football team—we are 
realistic enough to know that we’re not all 
going to get the opportunity to play pro foot- 
ball so we want to have something to fall 
back on. 

“T don’t know how itis at other institutions, 
but I know here school comes first. With me, 
school is first. I try to take advantage of every 
possible moment and keep my priorities in 
order.” 


hile his spare time may be largely taken 

up by his studies, Kendrick doesn’t 
deny the joy he gets from football. Or the part 
intelligence plays in the game. 

“You have to have vision, to be able to see 
receivers and routes and the quarterback and 
where he’s going to throw the ball, and you 
have to react to that,”’ Kendrick says. ““Con- 
centration is more important than 
intelligence. 

“Coach Perkins says all the time that 85 or 
90 percent of the game is mental. That's a 


The free safety is in a lonely position on the 
football field, the last line of defense. 
Bama’s Kermit Kendrick has the intelli- 
gence to know what to expect and the ability 
to make the play from that spot. 

University of Alabama Photo 
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truth. You have to have the mental to play at 
the college level bacause everybody here is a 
great athlete. That's what makes the great 
ones great, knowing what is going on and 
being aware of it. 

“I don't have that kind of awareness right 
now, and that’s something | try to work on.”’ 

By now, Kendrick’s intelligence is bols- 
tered by experience. He has only one year of 
college varsity competition under his belt, but 
football is deeply imbedded in his 
background. 

“T played a little bit of everything in high 
school,”’ he says. ‘‘I played quarterback, run- 
ning back, wideout, free safety and corner- 
back, strong safety and punter. I played 
some linebacker and tailback in junior high, 
and I was our backup field goal kicker in high 
school. 

‘When I got to my high school, there were 
great athletes already. | wanted to be a tail- 
back, but because of the talent there I never 
would have played. 

“T was content to play defensive back. 
There were a lot of older guys | grew up 
around who played in the secondary. | 
learned a lot of things from them about how 
to cover a receiver.” 

The reason Kendrick chose to play in the 
defensive backfield over the other posi- 
tions—and especially over wide receiver, 
where he got most of his offensive work— 
was punishment. He found that he liked giv- 
ing it out much more than taking it. 

“Defensive backs hit too hard,”’ he jokes 
about giving up receiving, But ask him what 
he likes most about free safety, and you see 
the other side of the coin, the one that Smith 
hopes will ultimately shape his progress as a 
free safety. 

“L think the biggest thrill is (the receiver) 
knowing that if I'm coming at him he’s going 
to get hit,” Kendrick says. “You can’t show 
fear. When you see a guy like (Alabama's) 
Gene Jelks or Bobby Humphrey or Craig 
Tumer or (Auburn's) Bo Jackson coming at 
you, you try to stop him the best way you 
can. 

“Once you start to doubt, you're defeated 
already. You might duck your head or some- 
thing, and that shows fear. You can't be 
scared to get run over or scared to run up 
there and really hit somebody. 

“'l feel like somebody that big coming full 
speed has an advantage, but it evens out 
when I'm coming at him. You can never be 
fearful out there." 

hough Kendrick is not yet the fearful 

force Smith is looking for at free safety, 
Smith does think the sophomore does a 
more than adequate job of tackling. 
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“Kermit doesn’t punish the receiver when 
he makes a catch over the middle, but he has 
good instincts and plays real well back 
there,” Smith says. “One thing that he does 
real well is tackle. | would like to see him be 
more physical, but the main thing is getting 
the man to the ground, and he does a good 
job of that.” 

Not showing fear is a step toward becom- 
ing an intimidating force in the secondary. 
The second step is inspiring it in others, and 
it is this step that Kendrick is finding espe- 
cially tough at the college level. 

“You would like them to think like that, 
but in college they have a job, too,"’ Kendrick 
says. “If a guy comes across the middle and 
I knock him down, he’s not going to quit just 
because he knows I'm going to do it again.” 

As important as intimidation, though, is 
taking the position and its responsibilities 
personally. That's what Kendrick does. Like 
any position, free safety has a set of rules that 
go with the job. 

“There's really only one rule—don’t get 
beat deep,” he says. 

He can tell you about his few failures at 
safety quicker than he can name his more 
numerous successes. He remembers his high 
school days at Meridian High in Mississippi 
well, and he remembers one painful experi- 
ence against Jeff Davis High School of Mont- 
gomery, where he gave up a touchdown at 
free safety in a game his team lost by 10 
points. 

“Lonly got beat deep once,"’ he says. “We 
were playing Jeff Davis in Montgomery and 
they had an All-America tight end. They had 
had a couple of series where they threw a 
dump pass to him, | saw him make the same 
cut. | went up and he cut downfield and got 
behind me and scored a touchdown. 

‘| was disappointed. I was let down, but 
that was in the first half and | couldn’t go 
crawl into a hole. I had to keep going. It sticks 
with you. You can’t forget it.”’ 

It happened again in college, against Au- 
burn last season in Alabama’s dramatic 25- 
23 win. Kendrick got fooled on a fake power 
sweep to Jackson which disguised a pass to 
wideout Freddy Weygand that went for a 
long gain in the first half. It also still pains 
Kendrick. 

“They had been running a power sweep 
with Bo Jackson the whole day."’ Kendrick 
recalls, ‘‘and he faked the toss and | went for 
the sweep and realized it was a pass. | got 
back and made the tackle, but they went on 
and scored that series.” 

Kendrick uses those mistakes to fuel his 
desire to improve. He does not lack confi- 
dence, but he knows that others will chal- 
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lenge him. Since he is just in his first year of 
spring practice, he knows he has yet to be 
tested by new recruits as he will down the 
road, but he does not dread that challenge. 

“This will be my first year of being here 
with recruits coming in,” he says, “and | 
know there is somebody out there who is a 
better athlete than | am. There’s nothing 
wrong with competition, because you're 
going to have competition all your life. Once 
I stop competing, that’s when I lose my 
position. 

“It's easier to climb to the top than it is to 
stay there. You have to get there to realize it. 
It's great to be number one in anything, and 
I'm thankful that Coach Perkins has the con- 
fidence in me to put me at number one.” 


| eae showed the same kind of grati- 
tude at having the opportunity to come 
to Alabama and play for the Crimson Tide in 
the first place. Though he grew up in Missis- 
sippi, Kendrick is a lifelong Crimson Tide fan. 
He ultimately chose Alabama over Duke, 
Vanderbilt and Auburn. 

“T was just always an Alabama fan,” he 
says. ‘There was no special reason. It goes 
back a long way. | outgrew it as far as being 
a kid and playing games where I’m Alabama 
and you're somebody else, but when some- 
one asked me who my favorite college foot- 
ball team was, it was always Alabama. 

“T really couldn't believe it when I got the 
chance to come here. I was thankful to get to 
do something I always wanted to do. At one 
time it was a close choice between Duke and 
Alabama, but when I thought about it, it 
wasn’t that close. 

“| looked on it as a chance to do some- 
thing I've always wanted to do.”’ 

Coming to Alabama was part of what Ken- 
drick wanted to do. He also wants to get his 
degree and become the best football player 
he can. The bottom line to his desire, he says, 
is not so much a burning ambition to suc- 
ceed, although he possesses that also, but 
merely the chance to enjoy the game at the 
highest level he can. 

He won't deny the negative feelings that 
come with two- and three-a-day fall prac- 
tices, with seemingly endless hours of drills 
and team meetings. But when compared 
with the joy of playing, he says those feelings 
don't add up to much. 

“The thoughts run through your mind,”’ 
he says, “but | think all football players love 
the game. And they have loved the game as 
long as they can remember. 

‘Football is fun, and to me it will always be 
fun.”" 

And watching Kermit Kendrick play the 
game as he has for Alabama is fun, too. 


19 


History Of Alabama Athletics: 


Baugh Was King Of Golf 


by Kirk McNair 


An illustrious Tide career 
was only the beginning 


Ir the mid-1920s Alabama was beginning 
to emerge as a football power. The 1922 
team had defeated Pennsylvania to give the 
South its first major football victory. In 1925 
Coach Wallace Wade's Crimson Tide would 
go undefeated, including a 20-19 victory 
over Washington in the Rose Bowl, to win a 
national championship. 

Though not as well chronicled today, Ala- 
bama was also dominating the South in golf 
in that period. And Alabama's golf trip to 
the east where the Crimson Tide defeated 
Princeton, Yale and Penn, made headlines 
almost as prominent as those the football 
team was receiving. 

Alabama began its intercollegiate golf pro- 
gram in 1920 and in its first seven years it 
won the Southern Intercollegiate Golf Asso- 
ciation championship six times and, amaz- 
ingly, did not lose a dual match. In four of 
those title years, 1924-27, the star of the 
team was a young Birmingham man, Robert 
H. (Bobby) Baugh Jr. He was a four-year 
performer and twice won the individual 
championship of the SIGA and played in the 
national intercollegiate championships. 
There were other fine players on those 
teams, including Glenn Crisman of Selma, 
Johnny Thames, Frank Blackford, Hugh 
Morrow Jr., Sam Perry, and Charley Allison 
of Birmingham; Jack Shipp of Anniston and 
Harry Pritchett of Tuscaloosa. 

Baugh was held in high regard by his 
teammates, twice serving as captain of the 
golf team. He was also elected president of 
the “A’’ Club. 


Bt came by his interest in golf natu- 
rally. He was the son of a man who 
turned a cow pasture into Birmingham’s first 
golf course, the first Country Club of Bir- 
mingham, in 1899. His father was also med- 
alist in the first Southern Amateur in 1902. 
Young Bobby was impressed by his father’s 
trophies and took an early interest in the 
game, constructing a miniature golf course 
with tin cans for holes in his backyard. Soon 
young Baugh was one of the finest players in 
the state. 
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Bobby Baugh was the dominant player in 
college golf in the South in the 1920s, twice 
winning the Southern Intercollegiate 
championship. University of Alabama Photo 

During his Alabama playing days his game 
became even stronger and he was regarded 
as one of the finest amateurs in the South, fa- 
vorably compared with one of his frequent 
playing acquaintances, another Bobby, 
Jones of Atlanta. 

Alabama played its matches at The Tus- 
caloosa Country Club. The coach was a Uni- 
versity professor who played golf, but Baugh 
rémembers Tuscaloosa businessman Hugo 
Friedman as being the driving force in Ala- 
bama developing its golf program, 

But it was not all golf for Baugh while at 
Alabama. He was also an outstanding stu- 
dent, earning his engineering degree and Phi 
Beta Kappa induction. Following graduation 
he was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship. At 
Oxford he became the first American ever to 
captain the golf team and when he led his 
team to its first victory over Cambridge in 
four years the British newspapers were filled 
with stories of ‘‘the Alabama kid.” One re- 
port noted ‘‘Since the spacious Oxford days 
of Tolley and Wethered, no varsity golfer has 
created such a deep impression as the pres- 


ent Oxford captain, R,H. Baugh. Bob, as he 
is popularly known, is an American, a 
Rhodes scholar from Alabama University, 
and in the fullness of time he will disappear to 
swell the legions of golfers in the states. Per- 
haps one day, who can tell, he will return 
with his idol, Bobby Jones, to fight for the 
Walker Cup and the championship,” 

Baugh made quite a stir against the best in 
Europe. He defeated three of the four mem- 
bers of the British Walker Cup team and took 
the fourth to the 18th hole. So it was with 
some indignation that the British (and some 
American) press complained of the United 
States failing to name Baugh to the Walker 
Cup team in 1930. 


The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic 
News devoted an entire page to ‘The Golf 
Of Baugh.” He was described as ‘A little fel- 
low, often seen wearing a big, black slouch 
hat and a black pullover. Baugh is a real ‘live 
wire,’ the type of young man who, in golf at 
any rate, knows what he wants and proceeds 
to getit... 

“The only complaint I have against Baugh 
is on the score of nationality, because | can- 
not help feeling that if he had been born in 
this country he would have been a worthy 
representative of British golf. That the Amer- 
ican golfer is of unusual ability is amply 
shown by his record during the term just 
ended. In the course of seven matches, 
Wethered is the only man who has lowered 
his colors, and then only in a fight which went 
to the last green. . . 

“To overcome such an array of golfing tal- 
ent is a feat which neither Tolley nor Weth- 
ered accomplished during their dazzling 
Oxford days. A rhythmical swing, neither too 
slow nor too fast, deep concentration on the 
shot in hand, a fighting spirit which never ac- 
knowledges defeat, are some of the young 
American’s chief golfing characteristics. 
Baugh is not a long driver in the accepted 
sense of the term, though quite long enough 
for all practical purposes. But in the matter of 
accuracy he very nearly touches the 100 per- 
cent mark, for it is a rare event to see him off 
the course. 
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“Like all American players, Baugh is a 
first-class putter.” 

Major C.O. Hezlet, the Irish open amateur 
champion, wrote in The Daily Express ‘Mr. 
R.H. Baugh is to my mind an exceptionally 
good player and certainly one of the best 
golfers Oxford has had. I have not had the 
pleasure of seeing Mr. Baugh play a great 
deal, but those who have done so seem to be 
most impressed. His golf is very deliberate 
and he takes a lot of trouble. The features of 
his play are his straight iron shots up to the 
green with which he always seems to split the 
pin. I really wonder why Mr. Baugh has not 
been seriously thought of by the American 
selectors for inclusion in the American 
Walker Cup team.” 

Major Hezlet got to see Baugh’s game first 
hand soon thereafter, as reported in The 
Daily Telegraph. ‘Major Charles Hezlet, the 
lrish champion, British International, and a 
nominee for the Walker Cup match against 
America, had the unhappy experience of 
being beaten twice while leading the Royal 
Mid-Surrey side against Oxford University. In 
each instance the all-conquering Mr. Bob 
Baugh, Oxford’s American captain, was re- 
sponsible for Major Hezlet’s discomfiture. 
Mr. Baugh defeated him fairly and squarely 
by two holes in the singles, while the margin 
of five and four in the foursome left no room 
for doubt as to the nature of Major Hezlet’s 
reverse.” 

An Oxford publication, Isis, featured 
Baugh in a 1930 article: 

“On coming up to Wadham in 1927 his in- 
clusion in the varsity golf side was never in 
doubt. During his first year he won both the 
president’s gold medal and the captain's 
prize. . . .His record as leader of the team has 
been magnificent and he now holds the re- 
cord for Southfield, shooting a 71 in the pres- 
ident’s golf medal, which he, incidentally, 
won by eight strokes. 

“Golf is not by any means his only past- 
time. In America he participated in basket 
ball and he has represented his college over 
here at cricket with marked success... .A 
fearless wicket keeper, he considers pads and 
gloves as quite superfluous. His vacations are 
chiefly in Paris, where he delights the masses 
by his ‘hot’ dancing and also a somewhat 
odd habit of singing fraternity songs in 
taxicabs.” 


augh’s Oxford successes opened many 
doors to him in England. He was fre- 
quently entertained at the estates and man- 
sions of the influential. 
One report noted “‘Lord Birkenhead, re- 
cent secretary for India, whose estate lies 
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When Bobby Baugh’s Alabama golf days were over he still had a major college golf career 
ahead of his as the first American captain of Oxford University. 


some 20 miles from Oxford, was entertaining 
the Prince of Wales over the weekend and in- 
vited the Birmingham boy to be his quest at 
the same time. The host sent his car for 
Bobby, and the American golfer and the 
Prince of Wales were paired in a foursome 
with other distinguished guests at the estate. 
The prince expressed the wish to have an- 
other game with the Birmingham boy.” 

There were several more matches in which 
Baugh and the Prince of Wales (later King 
Edward VIII) were paired, including a partic- 
ularly memorable foursome that Baugh ar- 
ranged. In that group were two future kings 
of England, the Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of York (who would be George VI). 
The fourth member was Bobby Jones. 


Photo Courtesy Virginia Pounds Brown 


Baugh elected to retain his amateur status 
and was champion of many, many clubs dur- 
ing his career. He retired as a chemical engi- 
neer from Monsanto in 1969. Since 1971 he 
and his wife have lived in Sun City, Arizona, 
where he won his club’s tournament several 
years ago. He had a single digit handicap into 
his seventies. Although illness took him off 
the golf course for the better part of two 
years, he is playing again with a very credit- 
able handicap of 22 at age 80. 


Grateful appreciation is extended to Vir- 
ginia Pounds Brown, author of Grand Old 
Days Of Birmingham Golf, 1898-1930, who 
provided much of the information for this 
article. 
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Prep signees: 
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by Kirk McNair 


Spring and winter sports 
add quality performers 


Ithough the period for signing new spring 

and winter sports performers to national 
letters-of-intent has just begun (it started 
April 9), early indications are that Alabama 
teams will be strengthened by newcomers. 
Men’s and women’s basketball signings must 
be completed by May 15, but all other men’s 
and women’s sports have until August 1 to 
bring in new athletes. 

Alabama Head Basketball Coach Wimp 
Sanderson couldn't have been said to have 
suffered through the just-completed basket- 
ball season considering the Tide went 24-9, 
tied for second in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence and reach the Sweet 16 of the NCAA 
Championship tournament, but having only 
10 scholarshipped players (one of whom, 
redshirted freshman William DeVaughn, was 
hobbled with injury) made practice awfully 
difficult. It also meant an inside man in foul 
trouble meant big trouble. 

Sanderson has taken pains to build up the 
size of the squad in this recruiting season. 
After signing Michael Dizaar, a 6-7 forward 
from Birmingham Carver (14 points, eight re- 
bounds per game) in the early November pe- 
riod, the Tide has added four more signees 
this spring. There is also a probability of one 
more player being signed and of a transfer 
student enrolling. 

The new signees are: 

Keith Askins, a first team all-state per- 
former (and also an academic all-state hon- 
oree) for Coach Jerry Todd at Athens High 
School, is a 6-6, 185-pound wing player. He 
averaged 18 points and 12 rebounds and 
was outstanding (51 points in two games) in 
the state tournament. Askins hit 60 percent 
of his field goal attempts, 71 percent from the 
free throw line, and also turned in 72 steals. 
He led the Golden Eagles to a 28-7 record. 

Jon Belk is a 6-8, 218-pound power for- 
ward from Plant City (Florida) High School. 
He led Coach Pete Weronik’s team to a 
number one rating and 27-2 record as he av- 
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The New Crimson T Tiders 


Keith Askins 


Josh Gilbert 


eraged 15.4 points and 12 rebounds per 
game. He set Plant City records for career 
field goal percentage shooting (57.5 percent, 
including 62.9 percent as a senior), rebounds 
(824) and rebounding average (10.7). His 
348 rebounds as a senior and 315 as a junior 
rank one-two in Plant City records. Jon, who 
has an 83-inch armspan, blocked 114 shots 
after swatting down 97 his junior year. 

Josh Gilbert is a 6-8, 195-pound for- 
ward from New Iberia (Louisiana) High 


Jon Belk 


Joe Hudson 


School. Gilbert averaged 17 points, 15 re- 
bounds and seven blocked shots for Coach 
Donald Baptiste’s team. A good passer, he 
also averaged three assists per game. He was 
a two-time all-conference and all-district per- 
former, and was honorable mention all-state 
as a junior when he averaged 12 points and 
12 rebounds per game. 

Joe Hudson is a 6-3, 177-pound point 
guard who played for Coach James McClune 
at St. Bernards High School in Playa del Ray, 
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California. He averaged 15 points and six as- 
sists per game on a 19-6 team that reached 
the final four of the Southern California 
championships before losing to national 
powerhouse Verbum Dei. A three-year 
starter, his teams had a record of 60-18 dur- 
ing his career. He hit 76 percent of his free 
throws and was his team’s best defensive 
player. He is considered an outstanding 
leaper. Hudson is a 3.5 student who plans to 
major in accounting. 

Although he will not be a signee because 
he has already signed one national letter-of- 
intent (under NCAA rules only one national 
letter-of-intent is valid), Rob Cornegy is al- 
most certain to be in the Tide fold next year. 
Cornegy, a 6-11, 220-pound center, from 
Andrew Jackson High School in Cambria 
Heights, New York, originally attended St. 
John’s. After a senior high school season in 
which he averaged 17 points, 10 rebounds 
and 10 blocked shots per game, he was red- 
shirted by the Redmen in 1984. In 1985 he 
saw only limited duty, averaging less than 
one point and one rebound per game in only 
13 games. Facing academic ineligibility, he 
has spent the last year getting his grades in 
order. He will finish at Shelton State in Tus- 
caloosa this spring. 


Sea teams ordinarily have to reload 
even more drastically than basketball 
teams. In addition to normal graduation 
losses, the major league draft will take top 
juniors. The better the team—and Alabama's 
has been good this year—the more destruc- 
tive the draft. 

Coach Barry Shollenberger is looking at 
seven seniors and up to four juniors who will 
be drafted. He has three signees now and will 
add several more in the next few months. Be- 
cause two of those potential draftees are 
catchers, that is a critical need in recruiting. 
One of three early Alabama signees is an out- 
standing catcher. Hunter Plott plays for- 
Coach Donn McNabb (a former Tide first 
baseman) at Tuscaloosa Academy. Through 
17 games Plott was batting an incredible 
.647 with a school record nine home runs 
and 33 runs batted in. 

The Tide is also adding two junior college 
transfers from Coach Gene Kerns’ highly- 
successful program at Hagerstown, Mary- 
land. Junior Randy Butts, a 6-2, 195- 
pound first baseman and outfielder, was hit- 
ting .427 with 16 home runs and 52 runs bat- 
ted in through 28 games. He was drafted 
both in 1984 (Baltimore) and again this year 
(St. Louis). 

Sophomore outfielder Rick Christian 
had played in 29 games and was batting .371 
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Rob Cornegy 


Hunter Plott 
with six homers, 28 runs batted in and 13 
stolen bases in 16 attempts. He is 6-1, 165, 
and was drafted by Detroit this year. 


ennis Coach Tommy Wade had added 

two new performers, one of them consid- 
ered the number one prospect in the South, 
one of the top five in the nation. 

John Stimpson, a 6-0, 177-pounder 
from Mobile, was state champion at number 
one singles as a junior for Coach Dale Faulk- 
enberry at Murphy High School. He was un- 
defeated in high school competition in that 
junior campaign. He also finished fourth at 
the McDonald's Junior Tennis Challenge. In 
addition, he finished sixth in his second year 
in 16-year-olds competition at the Kalama- 


zoo (Michigan) Classic, It didn’t hurt in 
Stimpson’s recruitment that he has a sister 
and brothers in school at Alabama, but he 
was also impressed with Bama’s improving 
program and the indoor tennis facility being 
included in the new indoor football practice 
facility. 

Brad McMurray is a 6-2, 158-pounder 
from Boynton Beach, Florida, where he was 
a three-year performer and is the number 
one ranked high school player. He plays at 
Pope John Paul High School. He has won 
over 40 titles in Florida tournaments, includ- 
ing a state championship in number one 
doubles last vear. 


wimming Coach Don Gambril has signed 

five new performers for the Alabama 
men’s team, but expects at least two more to 
sign in the near future. Additionally, a former 
Alabama performer who had taken a year 
off, is returning to the team. 

Craig Ammon of Springfield, Virginia, is 
an outstand all-events swimmer and is also a 
top student. ranking near the top of his class. 
He expected to swim middle distance frees- 
tyle and butterfly in college. 

Jim Askervold of Fort Lauderdale. Flor- 
ida, is one of the nation’s top high school but- 
terflyers. He won the 100 fly at the National 
Sports Festival last summer and is a former 
National Junior Olympic champion in the 
same event. 

Raoul Calmet of Mission Viejo, Califor- 
nia, is a native of Peru. He was a qualifier 
in the distance freestyle events for Mission 
Viejo at the recent Senior National Cham- 
pionships. 


Chris McDaniels of Jamestown, North 
Carolina, is a highly-regarded breaststroker 
who was selected for the National Sports 
Festival in Baton Rouge last summer. 

Eric White of Boca Raton, Florida, swims 
for the Mission Bay Makos. He was a finalist 
in the 200 back and 400 individual medley at 
the recent United States Swimming Senior 
Nationals in Orlando, Florida. He can also 
swim middle and distance freestyle. 

Additionally, former Tider Tony Portella 
of Walnut Creek, California, will return to 
Alabama after taking a year off and attending 
junior college. He will have three years of el- 
igibility remaining. He swims freestyle and 
butterfly events. 

Bama swimming and diving coaches ex- 
pect no fewer than seven performers to be 
added to the Alabama women’s team in the 
near future. 


fe John Mitchell has added only one 
performer to the track and field squad, 
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but he is an outstanding addition. 

Jack Williams of Gardendale High 
School holds Alabama 5A records in the 200 
(21.35) and 400 (49.12) meters and 440 
(51.47) yard dashes. Williams won both 200 
and 400 meter events as a junior outdoors 
and was also state indoors champion in the 
440 and the 60 (6.54) and anchored his 
team’s winning mile relay team. He was also 
a wide receiver in football and he also has a 
3.0 grade point average. 

No more track and field signees in men’s 
or women’s events are expected for several 
weeks, said Tide Assistant Coach Wayne 
Williams. 


‘ecg Rehling has added six new golf- 
ers, including the brother of women’s 
coach Dick Spybey. 

Newcomers for Bama are: 

Patrick Bellamy of High Point, North 
Carolina, the number three ranked player in 
the state; John Crump of Jasper, the num- 
ber two rated high school player in Alabama; 
John Koch of Shaker Heights, Ohio, the 
Ohio state prep champion; Robert McRoy 
of Huntsville, one of the state’s top five play- 
ers; John Pochis of Crystal River, Florida, 
the number one ranked player in Florida 
(marking the first time Alabama has ever 
signed the top player in golf-rich Florida): 
and Thomas Spybey of Columbus, Ohio, 
the number four ranked player in Ohio. 

One player has been added to Coach Dick 
Spybey'’s women’s golf team. Ann Hill of 
LaGrange, Kentucky, was regional cham- 
pion and PGA sectional qualifying leader in 
1985 and also won the state women’s ama- 
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teur first flight. She had a 3.6 grade point av- 

erage and is a member of the National Honor 

Society. 

Wee basketball has added three 
newcomers to Coach Lois Myers team. 

They are: 

Kim Barrier, a 5-9 guard, was named 
Miss Indiana Basketball following her fourth 
year of standout play for Jimtown High 
School in Elkhart. She averaged 30 points 
and 11.1 rebounds as a senior and 23.7 
points and 10.8 rebounds for her career. She 
was a three-time all-state performer, two- 
time All-BC Camp First Team All-Star, and is 
the second leading scorer (boy or girl) in In- 
diana history. She twice scored over 50 
points in one game. Kim was once featured 
in Sports Illustrated’s Faces In the Crowd. 

Sissy Braden is a 5-11 forward from 
Lewisburg, Tennessee, where she averaged 
19.5 points a game for three years on 1,717 
points, a school record. She also averaged 
7.0 rebounds per game. In addition to high 
school basketball, Sissy has played for an 
AAU team that was national runnerup in 
1984-85. 

Laura Heard of Elberton, Georgia, is a 5- 
9 shooter who could play the small forward 
spot. She averaged 16 points and 12.3 re- 
bounds per game as a senior, leading her 
team to a 22-5 record. She scored 1,268 
points in her career. 


Dei has also added three new faces— 
or perhaps two new faces, since two of 
the newcomers are twins. All three players 
are from Florida. 

Coach Karin Gaiser has inked Shannon 


Marie Robbins 


Dunn of Brandon, Florida, She is ranked 
15th in sectional play and 136th nationally 
among 16s. She won the Suncoast Junior 
Championships last year and was second in 
the 1985 Southern Open while reaching the 
semifinals in 1984 in 18-year-old play. She is 
an outstanding student. 

Twins Rachel and Beth Marrow of Sebr- 
ing, Florida, played for their father, Dr. Alvin 
Marrow. The girls rank 9 and 10 in a class of 
210 academically. Rachel is a three-time 
conference tournament winner and was dis- 
trict champion in 1983, runnerup the past 
two years. Beth was district champion and 
state runnerup in 1985, conference and dis- 
trict champion in 1984, and at number two 
singles and number one doubles as a 
freshman. 

ymnastics Coach Sarah Patterson has 

added two new performers to her team. 
Marie Robbins of Lorton, Virginia, has 
posted best marks of 9.6 in vault, 9.5 in bars, 
9.4 in beam, 9.5 in floor and 37.30 in all- 
around. She performs for Coach Milan Stan- 
ovich of the Karon Gymnastic Center. She is 
Class | state champion. Marie is also a 3.6 
student. 

Cheri Way of Medford Lakes, New Jer- 
sey, performs for Coach Lois Musgrave of 
the Will-Moor National Gymnastics Team. 
She has a 9.95 score on uneven bars and a 
37.28 all-around score. In addition to being 
a former all-around state champion in all- 
around, she was the outstanding performer 
on the winning team in the Peachtree Clas- 
sic. She was winner on uneven bars in the 
National Sports Festival in Baton Rouge last 
year and is an Elite qualifier, 
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Check Your Local Listings 

In 1986 Alabama will have a football team 
dominated by quality seniors, one expected 
to be among the nation’s best despite the fact 
it is playing a quality schedule. The combi- 
nation of good team and good schedule 
makes Alabama—historically the most tele- 
vised college football team with 89 appear- 
ances—even more attractive than usual. 

Of course the Tide has already been se- 
lected for television against Ohio State in the 
Kickoff Classic August 27. And when Ray 
Perkins moved Bama's September 27 game 
against Vanderbilt to September 6, it set up 
the possibility of a WTBS cablecast that day, 
as well as giving Bama an open date between 
Florida and Notre Dame. 

College Football Association teams are 
permitted three telecasts plus one wild card 
telecast. Donn Bernstein, director of media 
relations for ABC Sports, said the network 
will not make any more preseason determi- 
nations of games to televise this fall. Games 
will be announced either five or 11 days prior 
to kickoff in the fall. (The network has al- 
ready announced the telecasts of Oklahoma- 
UCLA and Florida State-Nebraska for a day- 
night doubleheader September 6, the Notre 
Dame-Michigan game September 13, and 
the Brigham Young-Air Force contest De- 
cember 6.) 

Bernstein is certainly aware of Alabama's 
television potential this fall. ‘‘] would say that 
Alabama would be a strong contender to 
have three games and a wild card game if 
things go as expected,”’ he said. ‘‘We cer- 
tainly have to give the Penn State, Notre 
Dame and Auburn games a strong looksee 
and there are a couple of other conference 
games that could be significant.” 

All-Star Nominees 

One of the duties of a university sports in- 
formation office is to provide information on 
all-star candidates to those who select all-star 
teams. Alabama SID Wayne Atcheson has a 
labor of love as the Crimson Tide has an un- 
usually long list of legitimate all-star candi- 
dates this year. 

It is almost inconceivable that any honor 
squad will not include Tide outside line- 
backer Cornelius Bennett. Bennett, a 6-4, 
235-pound upcoming senior from Birming- 
ham, has already been named to numerous 
preseason and postseason all-star teams dur- 
ing his Alabama career. The best of the pre- 
season teams is the Playboy magazine squad 
because honorees are taken to a resort area 
for entertainment and a team photograph. 
Bennett made that team last year and is a re- 
peat selection this year. 

Other Tiders on the list of all-star candi- 
dates are 6-2, 266-pound senior noseguard 


Curt Jarvis of Gardendale, 6-4, 210-pound 
senior inside linebacker Wayne Davis of 
Gordo, and 6-1, 175-pound senior corner- 
back Freddie Robinson of Mobile on de- 
fense; 6-0, 170-pound senior flanker Al Bell 
of Los Angeles, 6-2, 198-pound senior quar- 
terback Mike Shula of Miami; 6-1, 255- 
pound senior center Wes Neighbors of 
Huntsville, 6-2, 260-pound junior guard Bill 
Condon of Mobile, and 5-11, 170-pound 
sophomore tailback Gene Jelks of Gadsden 
on offense; and 5-10, 163-pound senior 
placekicker Van Tiffin of Red Bay, and 6-4, 
195-pound sophomore punter Chris Mohr of 
Thomson, Georgia, as specialists. 


Davis Already Honored 

Alabama linebacker Wayne Davis, who 
has customarily operated effectively but 
somewhat anonomously in the shadow of 
Cornelius Bennett, has already received one 
All-America citation this year. Davis was 
named to the All-America Strength Team by 
the National Strength and Conditioning 
Association. 

Davis, who led Alabama in tackles last year 
with 125, was nominated by Tide Strength 
Coach Kent Johnston. The teams salute 
players who “have best used their strength 
and conditioning to further their athletic 
careers,”’ 

Shula Vs. Drugs 

Alabama quarterback Mike Shula will par- 
ticipate in the 1986 NCAA/Fiesta Bow! drug 
education television promotion program. 
Shula will join 12 other outstanding college 
athletes in Phoenix, Arizona, May 17-20 for 
the annual taping sessions and promotional 
activities surrounding the weekend, 

Each student-athlete will tape a 30-second 
promotional message stressing the harmful 
effects of drug and alcohol abuse. The mes- 
sages will be aired throughout the 1986 foot- 
ball season and during the NCAA Basketball 
Championships. 

Past Alabama participants in this program 
have been swimmer Jonty Skinner (1976) 
and football players Major Ogilvie (1979) 
and Tommy Wilcox (1982). 

Shula was also selected as one of 21 col- 
lege football players to be seen on College 
Football Association games on ABC and 
ESPN this fall. This, too, is a 30-second mes- 
sage dealing with drug and alcohol abuse. 


Into Jasons 
During Honors Day activities Alabama 
quarterback Mike Shula was one of 18 rising 
seniors inducted into the prestigious Jasons 
organization. Selectees are chosen on the 
basis of leadership, scholarship and service to 
The University. 
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Tough Break 

At this year’s A-Day Game, part of the 
halftime festivities included awards of the 
most valuable senior awards from Cobb 
Theaters. Defensive tackle Jon Hand and of- 
fensive guard David Gilmer from the 1985 
team were the recipients. Hand accepted his 
award, but Gilmer had to have a stand-in, his 
brother. Two days prior to the spring game 
Gilmer suffered a broken ankle. 

While missing the presentation was disap- 
pointing, the greatest disappointment for Gil- 
mer is expected to be the injury costing him 
the chance to be drafted by the National 
Football League. In fact, the recuperation 
may make it difficult for him even to go the 
free agent route to pro football. 


Coaches Of The Year 

It has been a good year for Alabama 
coaches. In basketball, Wimp Sanderson was 
named Southeastern Conference Coach of 
the Year (never mind the controversy) and 
Lois Myers Women’s Coach of the Year. In 
swimming and diving, new coach Mike Fin- 
neran was named men’s diving coach of the 
year. In indoor track and field, John Mitchell 
was named Women’s SEC Coach of the 
Year as his team won the conference title, 
then added national coach of the year when 
his team took the NCAA crown. And in gym- 
nastics, Sarah Patterson, who has produced 
the nation’s outstanding individual gymnast 
in Penney Hauschild each of the past two 
years and who led her team to a third place 
NCAA finish, was named national gymnas- 
tics coach of the year. 


Barnes A Buckeye 

Rick Barnes, who came to Alabama from 
George Mason as an assistant basketball 
coach this year, is going to be only a one-year 
member of the staff. Barnes, who has been 
primarily involved in Alabama recruiting, has 
accepted a position as recruiting coordinator 
on the staff of new Ohio State Basketball 
Coach Gary Williams. Barnes will also have 
on-the-floor coaching responsibilities with 
the Buckeyes. 


Swim Winners 

Alabama’s swimming and diving team has 
announced award winners for the past year 
in which the men finished eighth in the na- 
tion, the women 10th, 

Most valuable swimmers were sopho- 
mores Peter Berndt and Katrine Bomstad 
and academic winners were senior Filiberto 
Colon (who won for the third straight year 
and who will be attending medical school at 
Houston this fall) and sophomore Anna 
Doig. Junior Perry White was most valuable 
diver, sophomore Franck Iacono most im- 
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proved swimmer, junior Toby Karlsson most 
improved diver and Kim Staab most valuable 
freshman. 

Awards for most inspiring performances 
went to junior Ricardo Aldabe, for perform- 
ing the last two days in the SEC champion- 
ships with a broken hand, and freshman 
Anita Harrison for her anchor leg in the 400 
freestyle relay finals of the NCAA champi- 
onships that moved Alabama into the top 
ten, 

The team elected sophomore Mike Dav- 
idson and senior Lisa McClain as captains. 

All-America citations were presented to 
Bryan Jennings, Berndt, Aldabe, Colon, Don 
Berger, Tom Virag, Davidson, Iacono, Bruce 
Gennani, Ricardo Valdivia, Bomstad, Laur- 
ence Bensimon, Pernille Nimb, Beth Gard- 
ner, McClain, Jennifer Kirrstetter and Anita 
Harrison. 

Special awards went to student sports in- 
formation assistant Keith Dunavant and for- 
mer assistant coach Warren Holladay, head 
coach of the Montgomery Baracuddas and 
chairman of Southeastern Swimming. 

Ivy Winner 

Maura Costin, a former Alabama graduate 
assistant swimming coach who was named 
Harvard's head women’s coach two years 
ago, led her team to its first ever lvy League 
championship this year. 


Academic All-SEC 

Sophomore Shelly Pyles, who has a 3.2 
grade point average in arts and sciences, was 
named to the women’s basketball Academic 
All-SEC team this year. 


NCAA Hopefuls 

Coach Dick Spybey’s Alabama women’s 
golf team has finished in the top five in almost 
every tournament in which it has competed 
this year and he is hoping that effort is good 
enough for the Tide to get a bid to the NCAA 
Championships. Regardless of whether the 
team is invited he thinks Bama ace Lois Led- 
better is almost certain to gain a bid in indi- 
vidual competition. 


Best Of ’34 
The College Football Researchers Associ- 


ation recently conducted a poll of its mem- 
bership to determine the Player of the Year in 
the 1919 through 1934 seasons. The 1934 
selection was all-time Alabama great Don 
Hutson and the runnerup for that season was 
Bama’s Dixie Howell. 

(Anyone interested in membership in the 
association, which includes a monthly news- 
letter full of polls and other historical re- 
search, should write to Bob Kirlin, E. 7609 
Marietta, Spokane, WA 99212.) 


Media Guides 

Alabama's sports information office is now 
taking orders for 1986 football ($7), 1986-87 
basketball ($6) and 1987 baseball ($5) me- 
dia guides. The football quides are expected 
to be mailed in August, basketball in Novem- 
ber and baseball in February. Send orders 
with checks or money orders payable to Uni- 
versity of Alabama to Media Guide, P.O, Box 
K, University, AL 35486, 

At $5 each football press guides from 
1978, 1980, 1982 (Coach Bryant's final sea- 
son) and 1984 are also available. 


Captains 

Permanent captains elected by the football 
team following the 1985 season are tackle 
don Hand on defense and tight end Thorn- 
ton Chandler on offense. The two were ho- 
nored in Walk of Fame ceremonies at Denny 
Chimes A-Day weekend. 


Frosh All-America 

Football News selected offensive tackle 
Larry Rose and punter Chris Mohr for first 
team on the publication’s Freshman All- 
America team. Bobby Humphrey was listed 
on the second team. 
Wade Trophy 

The Wade Trophy, awarded each year to 
the nation’s senior woman basketball player 
who most excels on the basketball court and 
in the classroom, is named for former Delta 
State women's coach Margaret Wade, who 
directed her team to three national champi- 
onships and who is a member of the Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame. 

Ms. Wade, now 73 and retired, earned her 
master’s degree from Alabama in 1950. 


SEC Scholarship 

The Southeastern Conference will imple- 
ment two SEC Scholar-Athlete awards—one 
fora male, one for a female—this spring. The 
postgraduate grants will be for $5,000 each 
and funded by a $150,000 endowment from 
the conference’s surplus funds. A committee 
of five school faculty representatives will 
choose the recipients with the winners an- 


nounced at the annual spring meeting. 
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Sharp Printing. 
Sharp Pencil. 


Quality printing. Knowledgeable sales- 
people. Capable customer service reps. 
Talented craftsmen. State-of-the-art equip- 
ment. Dependable delivery. A genuine 
interest in your project and your success. 


You'd expect the price to be high—but 
we realize the lower the price, the higher 
the value for our customers. So we've 
spent a small fortune keeping our pricing 
pencils sharp. 


Why not call EBSCO Media to discuss 
your next printing job. It could be an even 
sharper move for you. And your budget. . 


EBSCO MEDIA 


801 5th Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


205-323-1508 
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ALABAMA’S SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULES 


Baseball 
15 Faulkner 0 
22 Western Kentucky 5 
12 Western Kentucky 13 
8 Western Kentucky 5 
8 (a Jackson State 6 
5 (a Southern Miss 6 
11 (« Tennessee 4 
7 (a Tennessee 4 
2 (a Tennessee 3 
14 Ferris State 13 
9 Samford 6 
3 Florida 2 
1 Florida 6 
4 Florida 11 
9 (a UNLV 10 
9 (@ UNLV 3 
20 (a UNLV 13 
14 ( Kentucky 12 
19 (@ Kentucky 7 
8 (@ Kentucky 5 
8 Kentucky 2 
March 19 Kentucky, rained out 
16 Middle Tennessee 18 
5 LSU 6 
LSU 
LSU 
8 Jackson State 5 
10 Jackson State 1 
15 Shelton State 2 
9 ( Alabama-Birmingham 5 
9 Southern Miss 1 
8 Georgia 4 
9 Georgia 2 
9 Georgia 6 
11 Birmingham Barons (exhibition) 8 
South Alabama Tourney 
0 Miami 14 
12 Auburn 6 
3 (4 Vanderbilt 9 
4 Vanderbilt 9 
7 (a Vanderbilt 8 
15 North Alabama 5 
9 Alabama-Birmingham 2 
7 Auburn 0 
3 Auburn 1 
5 Auburn 1 
April 26 (a Ole Miss (2) 
April 27 (@ Ole Miss 
April 29 South Alabama 
April 30 South Alabama 
May 1 Auburn (@ Dothan 
May 3 Mississippi State (2) 
May 4 Mississippi State 
May 6 Auburn (@ Huntsville 
Women’s Golf 
Feb 21-23 Lady Gator (@ Gainesville (10th) 
Feb 28-March 2 (a LSU Invitational (4th) 


March 7-9 Hudson Invitational (7 Eufaula (5th) 


March 28-30 South Carolina Invitational 
(@ Columbia (5th) 

April 4-6 Duke Invitational (« Durham, NC 
(2nd) 

April 25-27 Southern Intercollegiate 
(a Athens, Ga. 

May 2-4 SEC Championships 


(« Callaway Gardens, Ga. 
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Men’s Tennis 


Mississippi State 2 
@ TCU6 


wn 


(a Corpus Christi Invitational 
Arkansas-Little Rock 0 
SMU 7 
Southwest Louisiana 5 
Kentucky 5 
Houston 1 


Murray State 1 
Wake Forest 5 
Memphis State 3 
Florida State 2 
SW Louisiana 5 
Louisville 3 
Blue-Gray Tournament 
Long Beach 4 
Arkansas 5 
Georgia 4 
South Carolina 5 


eo Oo Den oneu Or PRD 


(@ Mississippi 3 

Florida 4 
Alabama-Birmingham 0 
(wLSU5 

(@ Northeast Louisiana 5 
Vanderbilt 2 

Kentucky 4 

Louisiana Tech 4 

(@ Auburn 5 

(a Tennessee 

(4 Mississippi State 
Georgia 

SEC Championships (a Auburn 
NCAA (wv Athens, Georgia 


PUP eaawcT 


April 26 
May 1 
May 3 
May 9-11 
May 16-25 


Women’s Tennis 
North Florida 1 (@ Birmingham (UAB) 
« Alabama-Birmingham 2 
LSU 8 
Mississippi 6 
Auburn 3 
Florida State 6 
Florida 9 
Santa Fe 1 


BOW DWe NIC 


Hilton Head Sprinafest 
Boston College 0 
Suracuse 5 
Pennsylvania 4 
Virginia 4 
dames Madison 6 


woo me So 


March 21 Tulane, cancelled 
March 22 Arkansas, cancelled 
1 (a Georgia 8 
1 Kentucky 8 
Lady Cougar Invitational ( Houston 

Houston 8 

LSU 6 

Rice 6 


1 

3 

3 

6 (a. Tennessee 3 

3 (a Vanderbilt 6 

4 (& Mississippi State 5 

6 Louisiana Tech 0 

A SEC Championships 
( Athens, Ga. 


pril 24-27 


Men’s Track 


March 22 Domino Classic 
(@ Tallahassee 

March 29 Alabama Invitational (1st) 
April 5 Semotion Relays 
(@ Cape Giradeau, Missouri 

April 12 Cajun Classic 


(@ Lafayette, Louisiana 
April 19 (a Mississippi State Invitational (1st) 


April 26 Drake Relays 
(@ Des Moines, lowa 

April 26 Springtime Invitational 
(@ Tallahassee, Florida 

May 3 L.S.U. Invitational 
(4 Baton Rouge 

May 16 & 17 SEC Championships 
(@ Knoxville 

dune 6 & 7 NCAA (w Indianapolis 


Women’s Track 


March 22 Domino Classic 
(@ Tallahassee 
March 29 Alabama Invitational (1st) 
April 5 Semotion Relays 
(@ Cape Giradeau, Missouri 
April 12 Cajun Classic 
(« Lafayette, Louisiana 
April 19 (@ Mississippi State Invitational 
April 26 Drake Relays 
(a Des Moines, Iowa 
April 26 Springtime Invitational 
(« Tallahassee, Florida 
May 3 L.S.U. Invitational 
(a Baton Rouge 
May 16 & 17 SEC Championships 
(@ Knoxville 
dune 6&7 NCAA ( Indianapolis 
Men’s Golf 
Feb. 14-16 Florida Invitational (« Gainesville) 
(13th of 20 teams) 
Feb, 21-23 Seminole Classic (i Tallahassee, 
Florida 
(9th of 20) 
March 15-17 Southwestern (a Lafayette, 
Louisiana 
(8th of 11) 
March 28-30 Southeastern (« Montgomery 
(14th of 20) 
April 12-13 Alabama Intercollegiate 
(2nd of 10) 
April 18-20 Jerry Pate (@ Pensacola, Florida 
(4th of 12) 
May 16-18 SEC Championships 
(@ Florence, Alabama 
dune 12-16 NCAA (@ Winston-Salem, N.C, 
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Women’s Athletics: 


Lynch Ru 


by Lisa Dickerson 


The lithe Scot is setting 
record after record 


labama’s track and field teams—men's 
and women’s-are basically one team 
with the same set of coaches, the same work- 
out times and usually the same meets. Only 
the fact the men compete against men and 
the women against women is really different. 

Coach John Mitchell divides his squad into 
two groups for distance training, the Red 
which has a much faster tempo and shorter 
recovery time, and the White. The White is 
made up of all women, the Red of all men 
and one woman. The exception to the rule is 
the Tide's current distance sensation, Liz 
Lynch, ‘I run with the guys at practice be- 
cause it pushes me harder and I can get more 
out of the workout,” Lynch explains. 

Scottish-born Elizabeth Lynch arrived at 
the Capstone in the fall of 1984 after one 
year at Ricks Junior College in Rexburg, 
Idaho. With her arrival came a simultaneous 
uplift in the Alabama women’s distance pro- 
gram. The 22-year-old was unchallenged 
during her short stay at Ricks and felt that in 
order to improve her running she would 
have to transfer to a more competitive 
school. ‘I'd never been to the States before 
and Ricks was the only school I'd ever heard 
a word about,” she said in explanation of her 
decision to attend Ricks, ‘Bob Woods (Uni- 
versity of Wyoming) contacted me about at- 
tending Wyoming but I didn’t know if | was 
ready for a big school yet. So we decided | 
would go to a two-year school first to see if | 
would like it and he put me in touch with 
Ricks.” 

Lynch's tenure in Idaho may have been 
short, but sweet. Entering Ricks in time for 
the outdoor track season in 1983, the 5-6, 
105-pound athlete posted a first in the 3000 
meter, second in the 1500 and a third in the 
800 at the National Junior College Champi- 
onships. The following fall she was both the 
NJCAA regional and national champion in 
cross country. But the best was still to come. 
When the calendar changed to 1984 the lithe 
Scottie began to burn up the tracks. Indoors, 
she caught the attention of the Alabama staff 
at the NJCAA meet when she won the mile, 
two mile and was a part of the victorious 4 x 
800 relay. The outdoor season also belonged 
to Lynch as she won the NJCAA 3000 and 
30 


Alabama sophomore Liz Lynch was the star 
in Bama’s NCAA indoor championship and 
now guns for the outdoor title. 
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finished second in both the 1500 and 5000 
races. 

Numerous schools began to come calling 
including national powerhouses Nebraska, 
Kansas, Wyoming, UNLV, Brigham Young, 
Oklahoma State, and Alabama. After the al- 
lotted visits, she chose the Tide over the oth- 
ers. ‘Of all the schools I visited and 
considered, | decided Alabama was the best 
choice | could make,” she said. “Coach 
Mitchell really impressed me because he ex- 
pressed such genuine concern and was so 
persistent. His training program combined 
with the fair weather brought me to 
Tuscaloosa.” 

he Dundee, Scotland, native called her 

period at Ricks a stagnant point in her 
running career because she failed to show 
any improvement. Not so since her arrival in 
the crimson and white. Mitchell says he’s not 
in the least surprised by his star pupil's suc- 
cess. ‘We knew she was a talented runner 
when we recruited her,” he complimented. 
“She's as good as I've ever been around.” 

She immediately adapted to the Alabama 
heat in the fall of 1984 to lead the cross coun- 
try team to its best season to date—a runner- 
up SEC finish, third place regional finish, and 
a 12th place NCAA finish. She finished with 
All-SEC at the conference meet. “Liz's work 
attitude impressed me from the start,” Mitch- 
ell went on to say. “‘After seeing her work out 
we knew she was going to be awfully good,” 

In January of 1985 the athlete was tripped 
in full stride when she was declared ineligible 
for one calendar year because of an aca- 
demic deficiency. Lynch says she was hurt by 
the ruling, but she isn’t carrying a grudge. 


ns With The Best 


“I was very surprised, disappointed and 
hurt when | found out [ could not compete 
for a whole year,’ Lynch said. “What was 
hard for me to accept is how people sitting 
around a little table, who've never run a step 
before in their lives, can make such a deci- 
sion that affected my life.”’ 

A mentally tough individual, Lynch re- 
turned in January of 1986 from “her year 
off” in time to lead the Tide to the Indoor 
SEC and NCAA titles. She contributed 38 
points at the SEC—first in the mile and two 
mile and with the winning distance medley 
relay team and second in the 1000; and 18 
points at the NCAA-first in the mile and sec- 
ond in the 3000. Indoor she currently holds 
six team records, three SEC records and one 
NCAA title and record. Already in the young 
outdoor season she has posted one school 
record and one Alabama stadium record. 

Lynch calls the SEC a “team meet’ but 
the NCAA meet her most significant accom- 
plishment to date. ‘During SEC | ran six 
races but I didn’t mind because I was in such 
good shape and that’s what it took to win the 
meet,"’ said Lynch, who runs 70 to 80 miles 
each week, ‘Winning the mile at nationals 
means more than anything to me though, 
because | knew just how hard it was going to 
be.” 

A versatile runner who is both blessed with 
speed and endurance, Mitchell says Lynch 
can be competitive at any distance from the 
1500 to the 10,000 and says ultimately with 
age she will be better at longer distances. 
However, now she prefers the 3000 because 
it requires speed and strength. 

“| know that | can't always go faster each 
time out,’ she admitted. ‘I just take each 
race one at a time. My style is to just do my 
best by running as hard and as relaxed as 
possible and not worry about places or peo- 
ple. The time is what determines 
everything.” 

Considering all her previous accomplish- 
ments, what could possibly remain for the 
nation’s latest distance sensation? 

Lynch smiled, ‘I’m not even close to my 
potential yet! There’s outdoor NCAA vet this 
season, then the Commonwealth Games, 
plus cross country next year (when we chal- 
lenge for the NCAA title) and then the Olym- 
pics in 1988.” 

For some, even one of the above accom- 
plishments could seem impossible, but con- 
sidering Liz Lynch’s determination, those 
events are merely more races to run in the 
future. 
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“To Fully Experience College, 
Experience Riverbend Commons. 


Just one-and-a-half miles from the heart of the Alabama campus, Riverbend is the place you wish was there when you were a student. 

If you have a student on campus or starting next year, let us introduce you to Riverbend Commons. Offered by The H.D. Jackson 
Company-one of the nation’s leading student condominium developer/managers, Riverbend is a modern condominium community with all the 
comforts of home. Plus clubhouse, tennis facilities, swimming pool, on-site management and scheduled shuttle service to and from campus. 

Each unit is designed to accommodate your student and rent-paying roommates as well. The condominiums are also designed to pay 
their own way and to offer the many tax advantages of 
ownership and expected appreciation. 

Each one and two-bedroom unit includes: Mf All 
furnishings- including linens and utensils; MM Ultra- 
modern kitchen featuring high-grade cabinets, stove, 
refrigerator with ice-maker, dishwasher and dis- 
posal; fi Washer and dryer; Ml Wall-to-wall carpeting; 


High-efficiency central heating and air condition- 
ing; M§ Smoke and fire alarm; Mi Deadbolt lock and RIVERBE 


security viewer; i On-site maintenance and C=O) Mi Me =O —N§ 
management. 

In short, Riverbend Commons is a place Alabama _ Call collect or come by for 
students can experience it. Privacy. Comfort. Fun. infor mation on owning or r enting 
Security. In a serious student environment. at Riverbend Commons. 

(205) 349-391]-Sales 
The University of Alabama Experience- “ ee 


Experience Riverbend Commons. Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35406 


